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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
  

MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 2, 2014 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, September 2, 2014 at approximately 10:05 a.m., President 
Craig McNamara presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Bryce Lundberg   Nancy Casady  
Ashley Boren    Miles Reiter   Eric Holst 
Rodney Taylor   Martha Montoya  Don Cameron    
Mike Gallo   Charles Boyer   Ben Drake  
Daniel Dooley            
 
Absent:  
Joy Sterling    Donald Bransford   
               

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 5, 2014 
Board member Ashley Boren moved to approve the minutes of the August 5th meeting. Board member Ben 
Drake seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE  

Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board. The update included announcements on CDFA funding 
related to California’s Cap-and-Trade Program, information on the opening of the public comment period 
associated with the Draft Statewide Plant Pest Prevention and Management Program Environmental Impact 
Report, and comments regarding the dairy pricing legislation (AB 2730). Secretary Ross also referenced 
groundwater legislation and the need for agriculture to be engaged in the process. 
 
The Secretary also provided a staffing update to the Board: Carla Sanchez was announced as the Special 
Assistant at CDFA on Cap-and-Trade Programs, Kevin Masuhara as the new Deputy Secretary for 
Administration and Finance, and Stephen Beam as the new Director of Marketing Services. 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Safeguarding California 

The Board heard a presentation from a representative of the Governor’s Office concerning the 
Administration’s strategies related to climate change adaptation as well as general update on drought 
response. 
 
Speaker: 
 Wade Crowfoot, Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Safeguarding California 

The Board heard presentations from state and federal agencies concerning actions/research related to climate 
change adaptation.   

 
Speakers included: 
 Sandra Schubert, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 Kerri Steenwerth, USDA Agricultural Research Service 
 Barbara Allen-Diaz, University of California, Division of Agriculture  & Natural Resources 

 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PANEL DISCUSSION– Safeguarding California (Public/Private Organizations) 

The Board heard presentations from public and private organizations concerning actions related to climate 
change adaptation. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Jeanne Merrill, California Climate & Agriculture Network 
 Cynthia Cory, California Farm Bureau Federation 
 Tony Linegar, Specialty Crop Climate Change Consortium 

 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) BREAK  

 
(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 

The Board heard a presentation from the California Department of Food and Agriculture focusing on the 
California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.  
 
Speaker: 
 Stephen Tachiera, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

 
(10) BOARD DISCUSSION – California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 

The Board conducted on open discussion with participants within California’s Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Program. The discussions focused on experiences and observations of Technical Review Committee 
Members and the opportunities that may exist to improve the program. 
 
Discussion participants included: 
 Ray Johnson, Wine Business Institute 
 Megan Jacobsen, California Fresh Fruit Association 
 Michelle McNeil, California Walnut Board and Commission 
 Joel Kimmelshue, Land IQ 
 Mary Zischke, California Leafy Greens Research Program. 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(11) OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business was discussed. 
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(12) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Two individuals provided public comment: 
 
James Bradley, Member of the Public, commented on the need for veteran opportunities in the agricultural 
sector. Specific opportunities should focus on land transition incentives, micro-loans, outreach and advocacy, 
along with a state liaison. Mr. Bradley proposed that a workshop for veterans in the agricultural sector be 
considered. 
 
Sonya Logman, California State Fair, provided a brief update to the Board on the results of the 2014 State 
Fair and asked for support from the Board in helping to define the Technology Champion of the Year Award. 
Further, Ms. Logman encouraged the Board to hold a meeting at the California State Fair to learn about the 
yearlong activities the fairgrounds provide. 

 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:15 p.m. 
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