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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: CA Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
  

MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 7, 2014 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, October 7, 2014 at approximately 10:05 a.m., President 
Craig McNamara presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Bryce Lundberg   Nancy Casady  
Ashley Boren    Joy Sterling   Eric Holst 
Rodney Taylor   Martha Montoya  Don Cameron    
Mike Gallo   Donald Bransford  Ben Drake  
Daniel Dooley           
 
Absent:  
Charles Boyer   Miles Reiter      
               

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – September 2, 2014 
Board member Dan Dooley moved to approve the minutes of the September 2nd meeting. Board member 
Rodney Taylor seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE  

Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board. The update included announcements on funding 
availability for the California Agricultural License Plate Program, proposed quality standards for California 
olive oil and the extension of the public comment period for the Statewide Pest Prevention Environmental 
Impact Report. The Secretary also announced that groundwater management legislation was signed by the 
Governor and that an antibiotic livestock bill was vetoed. Further, the Secretary also mentioned that CDFA is 
the co-chair of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley for the coming year and that Strategic 
Growth Council will be meeting to discuss Cap and Trade funding, $5 million of which is dedicated to 
agricultural preservation. 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Soils & Agriculture 

The Board heard a presentation from a former representative of the University of California, Davis 
concerning the importance of soils for California agriculture. 
 
Speaker: 
 Michael Singer, University of California, Davis - Emeritus 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Soil Perspectives 
The Board heard presentations from agricultural associations, farmers and advocates on the diverse benefits 
of healthy soils. 

 
Speakers included: 
 Paul Muller, Full Belly Farms 
 Jim Boyd, Clean Tech Advocates 
 Jeffrey Creque, Marin Carbon Project 

 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD– Soil Health Initiative 

The Board heard a presentation from the Farm Foundation concerning a national initiative to protect and 
promote soil health. 
 
Speaker: 
 Sheldon Jones, Farm Foundation 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) BREAK  

 
(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – The Soil Will Save Us (via videoconference) 

The Board heard a presentation from bestselling author Kristin Ohlson on her latest book dealing with soil 
and farming. 
 
Speaker: 
 Kristin Ohlson, author 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(10) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – 2014 Soil Health Symposium 

The Board heard a presentation from a representative from the California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
concerning the role of the agency in relation to soil health as well as the annual symposium that focuses on 
soil. 
 
Speaker: 
 Brian Leahy, California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(11) OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business was discussed. 
 
(12) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was provided. 
 

(13) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:05 p.m. 
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