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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 3, 2015 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, November 3rd at approximately 10:05 a.m., President Craig 
McNamara presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Ashley Boren    Helene Dillard   Martha Montoya 
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Nancy Casady 
Craig McNamara  Donald Bransford  Bryce Lundberg  
Mike Gallo   Eric Holst   Mary Holz-Clause 
Joy Sterling  
    
Absent:  
Miles Reiter            

         
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 6, 2015 

Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the October 6th meeting. Board member Bryce 
Lundberg seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (11-0) carried the motion. Board Members Martha 
Montoya and Joy Sterling arrived after the vote occurred. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Undersecretary Jim Houston provided a brief update to the Board. The California Medical Marijuana 
Regulation and Safety Act was signed by the Governor on October 9, 2015. The California Department of 
Food and Agriculture has authority within the legislation to create, issue, and suspend cultivation licenses for 
California cultivators and the Department is currently working to establish the program. Other updates 
included CDFA’s upcoming participation in workshops related to the Draft Second Investment Plan as part 
of the Cap-and-Trae Auction Proceeds Triennial Investment Plan.  CDFA receives funding from the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to support its Healthy Soils, Dairy Digester Research & Development 
Program, and the State Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program. 
 

(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Stewardship and Communications 
A representative from the Sustainability Consortium provided an overview of the organizations goals and 
programs related to the food, beverage and agricultural sectors. 

 
Speaker: 

• Daniel Sonke, Campbell Soup Company 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Food Foresight 
The Board heard a panel discussion with representatives from Nuffer Smith Tucker Public Relations and the 
World Food Center at U.C. Davis on consumer food trends. The discussion focused on accelerating 
opportunities, reducing threats and making internal adjustments to adapt to change. 
 
Speakers included: 

• Kerry Tucker, Nuffer Smith Tucker Public Relations 
• Teresa Siles, Nuffer Smith Tucker Public Relations 
• Josette Lewis, World Food Center at U.C. Davis. 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) BREAK 
 
(8) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Stewardship Index for Specialty Crops 

The Board heard a presentation on the Stewardship Index for Specialty Crops – a multi-stakeholder initiative 
dedicated to developing tools for measuring sustainable performance across the specialty crops supply chain.  
 
Speaker: 

• Daniel Mountjoy, Sustainable Conservation 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Food Culture 
The Board heard a presentation on the cultural politics of dietary health and the values and beliefs that shape 
American eating habits. 
 
Speaker: 

• Charlotte Biltekoff, U.C. Davis Department of Food Science and Technology 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(10) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Sustainable Freight 
The Board heard an overview presentation on the California Sustainable Freight Action Plan by the 
California Air Resources Board. 
 
Speaker: 

• Heather Arias, California Air Resources Board 
 

The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(11) BOARD DISCUSSION 
2016 Meeting Dates 
The Board discussed and approved the 2016 Meeting Dates. The approval included a combined meeting on 
May 31, 2016 and June 1, 2016. 
 
No further actions were taken by the Board. 
 

(12) OTHER BUSINESS 
No other business was discussed. 
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(13) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Hezekiah Allen, Emerald Growers Association, introduced himself and his organization to the Board and 
looks forward to working with CDFA on the implementation of the California Medical Marijuana Regulation 
and Safety Act.  
 
Derek Casady, member of the public, provided an overview of the Climate Mobilization movement that 
focuses on protecting civilization and the natural world from catastrophic climate disruption.  Mr. Casady 
explained that we need a World War II type mobilization effort to combat climate change. 
 
Valerie Navarro, Living Elements, Inc. spoke on the importance of biochar in carbon sequestration. Ms. 
Navarro provided an overview of the coordination work that is occurring with multiple state and federal 
agencies to create parameters for use.  Excited about the role biochar can have in California and is eager to 
work with CDFA in the process. 
 
No further public comments were provided. 
 

(14) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:35 p.m. 
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