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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: Walter A. Buehler Alumni Center   Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 University of California, Davis   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 One Shields Avenue 
 Davis, C A 95616 
  
 

MEETING MINUTES MAY 6, 2014 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, May 10, 2014 at approximately 10:10 a.m., President Craig 
McNamara presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Bryce Lundberg   Nancy Casady  
Ashley Boren    Mike Gallo   Eric Holst 
Ben Drake   Martha Montoya  Don Cameron    
Joy Sterling    Miles Reiter    Donald Bransford 
Rodney Taylor       
      
Absent:  
Charles Boyer   Daniel Dooley 
              

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 1, 2014 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the April 1st meeting. Board member Don 
Bransford seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE  

Secretary Karen Ross provided an update to the Board which included an overview of the low-path avian 
influenza outbreak in a commercial poultry facility in the Central Valley. Work on the premise continues, but 
depopulation and removal and disposal of eggs has been completed and no further outbreaks have occurred.  
 
The Secretary also reported on the continued Mediterranean fruit fly quarantine work in the Los Angeles 
Basin in response to increased fly finds. Other invasive pest updates included the finding of big-headed ants 
in Costa Mesa. This invasive pest could be disruptive to other bio-control efforts developed to control 
invasive pest outbreaks. Other updates included Asian Citrus Psyllid funding – the federal government is 
announcing more than $1.5 million to expand biocontrol efforts association with Huanglongbing (HLB).  
 
Secretary Ross also announced that groundwater discussion will be continuing this summer as part of the 
Water Action Plan that was released in January. Several stakeholder groups have provided proposals and 
perspectives on the issue. 
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(5) WELCOMING REMARKS – Chancellor Linda P.B. Katehi 
Chancellor Katehi welcomed the Board to U.C. Davis and to the World Food Center.  The University of 
California, Davis is one of the top ten public research universities in the nation.  

 
(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – World Food Center 

The World Food Center at UC Davis aims to generate transformative knowledge and practical solutions to 
feed and nourish people locally and globally for decades to come. As the pre-eminent institution connecting 
visionary research and teaching with innovators, philanthropists, industry, and public and social leaders, the 
World Food Center will drive economic, health, social, and environmental innovations in the world’s food 
system. The Board heard from two representatives of the World Food Center on their current work and 
vision. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Roger Beachy, World Food Center 
 Josette Lewis, World Food Center 

 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Big Data and Agriculture 
The Board heard a presentation from OnFarm concerning the role of big data in agricultural 
production/management. OnFarm is described as the first software as a service company to combine a 
comprehensive array of leading farm hardware technologies into a single grower-friendly management and 
decision platform. 

 
Speaker: 
 Lance Donny, OnFarm 
 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) BREAK  

 
(9) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD– Developing the Next Generation of Ag Careers 

The Board heard a presentation from a representative of the College of Agricultural and Environmental 
Sciences at UC Davis. The College addresses critical issues related to agriculture, food systems, the 
environment, and human and social sciences through cutting-edge research, top-ranked undergraduate and 
graduate education, and internationally recognized outreach programs. 
 
Speaker: 
 Helene Dillard, College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences, UC Davis 
 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
 

(10) PANEL DISCUSSION – Ag Technical Career Needs 
The Board heard presentations from a variety of agricultural companies concerning workforce training and 
career needs. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Chuck Nichols, Nichols Farms 
 Dave Dever, Sun World 
 Dr. Tim Conner, Monsanto 
 Shane MacKenzie, Superior Farms 

 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board.  
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(11) PANEL DISCUSSION – Youth Perspective 
The Board heard presentations from current/former college students concerning job perspectives in the 
agricultural field. 
 
Speakers included: 
 Jacob Gomez, UC Davis Aggie Ambassadors 
 Vanessa Alexandre, CalPoly Agricultural Ambassadors 
 Katie Fyhrie, The California Farm Academy 

 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board.  

 
(12) OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business was discussed. 
 
(13) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments were provided. 
 

(14) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:25 p.m. 
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