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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
  

MEETING MINUTES JUNE 3, 2014 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, June 3, 2014 at approximately 10:10 a.m., President Craig 
McNamara presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Bryce Lundberg   Nancy Casady  
Ashley Boren    Mike Gallo   Eric Holst 
Ben Drake   Martha Montoya  Don Cameron    
Joy Sterling    Daniel Dooley   Donald Bransford 
Charles Boyer       
      
Absent:  
Rodney Taylor   Miles Reiter  
              

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 10, 2014 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the May 10th meeting. Board member Nancy 
Casady seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE  

Secretary Karen Ross provided a brief update to the Board which included an overview of recent invasive 
plant pest detections (Japanese beetle, light brown apple moth, and Asian citrus psyllid) and other actions 
related to plant/disease issues. The Secretary also reported that the next Dairy Task Force meeting is 
scheduled for July. CDFA has received one proposal concerning the dairy initiative and anticipates that 
another will be submitted in the coming weeks.  
 
Other updates included information on the California Career Pathways Trust – a $250 million competitive 
grant program developed to address the need for work-based learning. Grant funding from the Trust could 
support agricultural career education activities within the Central Valley. It was suggested that the Board 
visit the Paramount Agricultural Career Academy as part of a future board visit/meeting. 

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Groundwater Overview 

The Board heard a presentation from the California Environmental Protection Agency concerning the State’s 
Water Action Plan and related groundwater proposals.  
 
Speaker: 
 Gordon Burns, California Environmental Protection Agency 
 
The panel discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PANEL DISCUSSION – Groundwater Perspectives 
The Board heard three presentations from water stakeholders concerning groundwater management. Each of 
the stakeholders has provided in-depth recommendations concerning groundwater sustainability to the State. 

 
Speakers included: 
 Lester Snow, California Water Foundation 
 Timothy Quinn, Association of California Water Agencies 
 Tim Parker, Groundwater Resources Association of California 
 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) BREAK  

 
(8) BOARD DISCUSSION– Groundwater 

The Board heard presentations from two organizations that represent California’s farmers and ranchers. 
Following the presentations, the Board held a discussion with the speakers focusing on the groundwater 
issue.  
 
Speakers included: 
 Dave Puglia, Western Growers 
 Chris Scheuring, California Farm Bureau Federation 
 
The presentations concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) OTHER BUSINESS 

Following the presentation and discussions concerning groundwater management, the Board took the 
following action: 
 
MOTION: Board member Don Cameron moved that the Board authorize President McNamara to write a 
letter to Governor Brown on groundwater issues. The letter is to include the following elements: local agency 
authority, role for the Department of Water Resources in providing technical assistance, as well as carefully 
defining the role of the State Water Resource Control Board in oversight. Board member Martha Montoya 
seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 

 
No further action was taken by the Board.  

 
(10) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Three individuals provided public comment. 
 
Mr. Frank Ramirez, National American Indian Veterans, commented that Californians need to think outside 
of the box when it comes to water. Evaporation is our biggest loss of water. We need to explore innovative 
technologies that reduce evaporation on agriculture by 30-40 percent.  
 
Ms. Yolanda Lewis, Innovative Resources, commented that California can have a water solution through the 
use of innovative technology, versus regulation. Recycled water, water re-use and other water solutions 
should be explored. There is an opportunity for technology to solve water problems and deliver a locally 
controlled water source. 
 
Mr. Michael Harris, Black Agriculture, announced that there was an Inter-Faith Meeting this evening in 
Sacramento and invited everyone to attend. 
 
No further comments were provided. 
 

(11) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. 
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