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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture  Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium    Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 1, 2015 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a) The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, December 1st at approximately 9:05 a.m., President Craig 
McNamara presiding.  

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Helene Dillard   Martha Montoya  Joy Sterling  
Don Cameron   Ben Drake    Nancy Casady 
Craig McNamara  Donald Bransford  Bryce Lundberg  
Eric Holst   Mary Holz-Clause 
    
Absent:  
Miles Reiter   Ashley Boren    Mike Gallo    

              
(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 3, 2015 

President Craig McNamara moved to approve the minutes of the November 3rd meeting. Board member 
Bryce Lundberg seconded the motion and a unanimous vote (11-0) carried the motion.  
 

(4) BOARD DISCUSSION – 2016 Planning 
The Board held a discussion on topics for the 2016 calendar. Issues discussed included: Ag Vision; climate 
change; water issues (groundwater, drought, SGMA, California Water Fix); GMOs/labeling; forest health; 
medical marijuana; healthy soils; loss of farmland; consumer perceptions; ag tech; farm bill; and 
management practices for carbon storage. The Board also discussed ways to improve overall meeting format 
with longer discussion times and a focus on Board actions. 
 
Members of the public – Mr. George Soares (Kahn, Soares and Conway) and Ed Thompson (American 
Farmland Trust) also provided input to the Board. 
 
Staff will prepare an updated agenda with meeting suggestions for Board discussion at the February meeting. 

 
(5) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Following Board discussion on 2016 agenda items, the meeting was opened to public comment. Three 
individual provided public comments. 
 
Kelsey Swayze, student representative, spoke in support of Spadra Farm, the educational farm located at Cal 
Poly Pomona, which has the potential to be developed by the campus and would result in a loss of 
agricultural land. Ms. Swayze stressed the importance of the farm to students and the need to protect the land 
from development. 
 
Joseph Juarez, student representative, also spoke in support of Spadra Farm and stressed that Cal Poly 
Pomona is the only CSU school that offers hands-on agricultural education connected to a farm. 
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Fabiola, student representative, also spoke in support of Spadra Farm and wanted to bring awareness to the 
issue. Spadra Farm is vital to brining the research and techniques that students learn in the classroom to the 
farm.  
 

 Following a brief discussion on the issue, the Board took the following action: 
 

BOARD ACTION: Board member Don Bransford moved that the Board provide a letter of support 
concerning Spadra Farm encouraging collaboration on the issue to find an agreeable solution as well as 
highlight the importance of the farm to agricultural education. Board member Joy Sterling seconded the 
motion.  Board vote: 10 –ayes/1 –abstention (Holz-Clause) – the motion carried. 
 
No further action was taken by the Board. 
 

(6) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Karen Ross provided a brief update to the Board. CDFA will be hosting informational sessions on 
the federal Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) during the month of January. Two sessions will be held, 
one focusing on the produce safety rule and the other on preventive control for animal food. Other updates 
include plans for invasive species meetings to address bio-control, weed management and overall structure in 
regards to pest trappings/detections. In addition, CDFA is participating with other state agencies in the AB 
32 Scoping Plan Update connected to the 2030 greenhouse gas reduction target. 
 
The updated concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(7) WATER COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Committee Chair Bryce Lundberg reported on the activities of the Water Committee and requested the 
following actions recommended by the Committee be approved by the Board. 
 
BOARD ACTION: Statement of Shared Principles 
Board member Ben Drake moved that the Statement of Shared Principles be approved by the Board. Board 
member Joy Sterling seconded the motion. A unanimous vote (11-0) carried the motion. 
 
BOARD ACTION: Letter to Drought Task Force & Letter to CAL Fire 
Board member Nancy Casady moved that both letters be approved by the Board and sent to the respected 
agencies. Board member Ben Drake seconded the motion. A unanimous vote (11-0) carried the motion. 
 
No further action was taken by the Board. 
 

(8) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Hezekiah Allen, California Growers Association, provided comment to the Board on various issues needing 
to be addressed in regards to medical marijuana. Some of the issues highlighted included: 
standards/traceability; Appalachian standards; water conservation; hemp/medical marijuana opportunities; 
and narrowing of the supply chain. The association looks forward to working on these issues and being part 
of the conversation. 
 
Jamie Kerr, California Growers Association, discussed the need of narrowing the supply chain to improve 
overall marketability and supply. Ms. Kerr owns a medical marijuana dispensary in Shasta County and is 
providing prospective from retailer/supplier standpoint. 
 
Jered Michelli, California Growers Association, also commented that the California Growers Association 
would like a more active role and engagement with the Board. Jered also indicated that he is a fourth 
generation farmer.  
 
Sheldon Norberg, California Growers Association, commented on need for further discussion on professional 
regulations in regards to marijuana production such as pesticide use and other practices.  
 
No further public comments were provided. 
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(9) OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business was discussed. 
 
(10) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately noon. 
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