
 
 
 

Specialty Crop Block Grant Program   
 
 

 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 

 



Purpose: 
Solely enhance the competiveness of specialty crops 

 Fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture and nursery crops 
(including floriculture). 

Funding:   
 USDA,  Agricultural Marketing Service 

 $16 - $18 million annually under 2008 Farm Bill 

 $19 million in 2014 

 

Eligibility:   
 Non-Profit and For-Profit  

 Local, State, Federal and Tribal Governments 

 Colleges and Universities 

 Projects range from $50,000 - $400,000 

 Projects can have a duration of up to 2 years and 9 months 
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Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 



Top 5 States by Specialty Crop Block Grant Funding:   
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Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 

State 2014 Farm Bill 
Funding 

Granting Process 

California $19,761,117.56 Two Phase 
Competitive Process 

Florida $4,552,723.92 One Phase 
Competitive Process 

Washington $4,259,686.23 Two Phase 
Competitive Process 

North Dakota $3,135,521.17 One Phase 
Competitive Process 

Michigan $1,981,817.31 One Phase 
Competitive Process 



Granting Process 
 

Two Phase Review Process 
1. Concept Proposal Phase 
2. Grant Proposal Phase 

 
Two Levels of Review 

1. Administrative - Internal 
2. Technical - External 
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Granting Process 
 Timeline: 
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Phase I  
Concept 
Proposal 

 

October / November Outreach, Workshops and Request Concept Proposals 

December Concept Proposals Due 

First Week of January Technical Review Committee Kickoff Meeting/Concept 
Proposals Assigned 

First Week of 
February  

Technical Review Scores and Comments Due 

First Week of 
February 

Technical Review Committee Meeting to Discuss Concept 
Proposals 

Phase II  
Grant 

Proposal 

Mid-February Request Grant Proposals 

March Grant Proposals Due 

Mid-April Grant Proposals Assigned 

Mid-May Technical Review Scores and Comments Due 

Mid-May Technical Review Committee Meeting to Discuss Concept 
Proposals 

Mid-May Public Meeting 

July Grant Proposals due to USDA for Approval 

September / October Announce and Award 



Technical Review Committee 
Average 60 Members per year. 
Recruit new reviewers every year. 

• 22 new reviewers in 2014. 
Reviewers select the sub-committee they will 

participate in based on their area of expertise. 
Subcommittees are broken into teams of 4 to 6 

reviewers with 2 to 3 teams per subcommittee. 
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Subcommittees / Funding 
Categories 

Market Enhancement 
Agriculture Education 
Nutrition 
Environmental Stewardship and 

Conservation 
Plant Health and Invasive Species Impact 

Mitigation 
Food Safety 
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Technical Review Committee 
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2014 SCBGP 
Technical Review Committee 

Market Enhancement Subcommittee 

Environmental Stewardship and Conservation Subcommittee 

Plant Health and Invasive Species Impact Mitigation Subcommittee 

Nutrition Subcommittee 

Agriculture Education Subcommittee 

Team A Team B 

Team A Team B 

Team A Team B Team C 

Team A Team B 

Team A Team B Team C 

Team C 

 



Technical Review Process 

Proposals are distributed among the 
review teams. 
Reviewers within each team score 

proposals according to established 
criteria. 
Proposals are discussed by all reviewers 

within the Subcommittee at Technical 
Review Committee Meetings. 
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Technical Review Process 

Concept Proposal Phase: Subcommittee 
final scoring and discussion are used to 
determine which projects are invited to 
the Grant Proposal Phase. 
Grant Proposal Phase: Subcommittee final 

scoring and discussion are used to 
develop a funding recommendation. 
USDA gives final approval to projects 

recommended by CDFA. 

10 



Opportunities of Improvement 
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CDFA is committed to improving the 
program year over year. 
Each year CDFA solicits feedback from 

the Technical Review Committee for 
recommendations on improving the 
process. 
CDFA staff conduct an internal review 

and develop a lessons learned that is 
utilized to improve the process. 


	�������Specialty Crop Block Grant Program  ��
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Granting Process
	Granting Process
	Technical Review Committee
	Subcommittees / Funding Categories
	Technical Review Committee�
	Technical Review Process
	Technical Review Process
	Opportunities of Improvement

