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Hazards Abound 

• Unauthorized workers 
• Enforcement – I-9 audits, other 
• Dysfunctional visa programs 
• Labor shortages 



We Could Use an Act of Congress! 

• Is it possible in 2014? 
• Senate’s acted… 

• Ag agreement 
• Earned legalization 
• New visa program 

• House outlook 



House of 
Representatives 

• House is a Rubik’s Cube 
• Three House Republican factions 

• “Hell No” Caucus 
• “Take Action” Caucus 
• “Tropical Island” Caucus 

• “Majority of the Majority” 
• R’s can’t do it alone 
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The Road Ahead 

• GOP “Principles” 
• Legislation as early as April 
• “Regular order.”  Or not.  
• House could pass a handful of measures 
• House-Senate conference process 
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Chances on House Floor 
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H.R. 1773, Ag Act 
• Creates a new guest worker program 
• Some superficially attractive features 
• Some major limitations 

• Visa cap-apples/oranges comparison 
• Adds “processing” workers (competition 

for visas) 
• Wage structure 
• No real portable/at-will option 
• Unrealistic for many current employees 
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H.R. 1773, Ag Act 

• Ag Workforce Coalition seeking improvements 
 

• Bigger question is political:  Can it pass? 
• Without major changes, no bipartisan support 
• Without bipartisan support, can’t pass 
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“What Happens to  
Reform Deferred?” 

• The worker continuum 
• “Life Happens” 

• Half of farmworkers married 
• 500,000 children 
• Over 70% US-born 

• Implications 
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Narrow Windows 

• Here to Summer 
• Post-election 

• Always uncertain 
• Only possible if table’s 

been set 
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What If Nothing Happens? 

• ICE and DOL enforcement  
• Migrant flow remains weak 
• H-2 programs only safety net 
• Labor scarcity drives tough decisions 

 
• Administrative fixes? 
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Golden State in  
Congress 

• Champs: 
• Feinstein 
• Valadao, Denham 
• Lofgren, Costa 

• “Leading role to play”:  Kevin McCarthy 
• Other works in Progress… 
• Your role 
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