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Adoption of Pollinator Conservation 

• Why do farmers adopt new conservation 
practices 

• How has USDA-NRCS been encouraging adoption 
• How often have farmers and ranchers requested 

assistance 
• What are potential hurdles facing farmers and 

ranchers here in California 



Factors That Increase Chances Farmers 
Adopt Practices 
• Practices that increase profits 
• Practices that have farm benefit that is easy to observe 
• Practices that serve more than just conservation 
• Trusted agribusiness develop a new technology or 

machinery, and the product provides superior results, or 
both occur 

• Farmers that have a strong stewardship or conservation 
ethic 

• Where there is a strong network of support 
• When the practice solutions involve flexibility and 

inclusion 



Collaborative Planning Through 
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) 
• Xerces Society – Mace Vaughn 
• UC Berkeley – Dr. Claire Kremen 
• UC Berkeley – Dr. Gordon Frankie 
• UC Davis – Dr. Neal Williams 
• California Resource Conservation Districts 
• Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District 
• Pollinator Partnership 

 



NRCS Plant Materials Center (PMC): 
Demonstration Plantings  



NRCS Planning Materials 

 



2008 Farm Bill:  
Technical & Financial Assistance 

• CA NRCS Conservation Programs 
• Conservation Cover 
• Cover Crop 
• Hedgerow Planting 
• Range Planting 
• Tree and Shrub Establishment 
• Field Borders 
• Conservation Stewardship 

Program (CSP) Enhancement 
Practices  

• Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
• Conservation Reserve Program 

• CP42 Pollinator Habitat 

 



Practices Implemented Through NRCS 
Assistance 
• Hedgerow Planting 

• Most widely implemented practice 
• Planned on field borders to address multiple resource concerns 

• Conservation Cover 
• Less frequently planned for pollinator benefits 
• Great potential for increased application 

• Cover Crop 
• Currently planned for other resource issues 
• Greatest potential for adoption when planting low cost clovers 
• Currently being promoted as part of NRCS Soil Health Initiative 

 
 



2012 Farm Bill: Midwest  

 



Hurdles Affecting Practice Adoption 

• Overall costs to implement and maintain 
plantings 

• Uncertainty that practices will successfully 
provide expected operational benefits 

• Incorporation into farming operation when 
perceived or actual benefits are not realized 

• Profit, flexibility and convenience 



Overcoming Hurdles:  

• Gain trust of farmers and 
ranchers 

• Outreach education conducted 
one-on-one  

• By a trusted, local individual  
who is experienced with local 
farming practices and 
respected by ag community 

• Finding local early adopters 
with the interest and time to 
outreach to other producers 
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