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Water Quality Credit Trading 
 

Point Source 
(e.g. wastewater treatment 

plants, municipal 
stormwater systems) 

 

Non-Point Source 
(e.g. roads, ag lands, rural 

lands) 

Payments for non-
point source 

pollution reduction 

Credits to offset 
point source 
discharges 



  

 

 • Funding for desired 
projects on the land 
 

• Projects implemented 
now could help 
landowners with their 
own regulatory 
compliance in the 
future 

Benefits to Agricultural Participants 
 



  

 

 
• Manure/Livestock 

Management 
 

• Erosion control (roads, 
gullies, streambank) 
 

• Riparian fencing 
 

• Filter strips 
 

• Cover crops 
 

• Stream enhancement 

Potential Project Types 
 



  

 

 

Challenges for Agricultural Participants 
 

• Process can be long and labor-intensive 
 

• Complex contracting 
 

• Public and regulatory review process  
– Endangered Species Issues 

 

• Ongoing monitoring requirements for the life of the 
project 
 

• Future: baseline issues 
 
 
 



  

 

 

Credit Demand 
• Current Demand – City of Santa Rosa Wastewater 

Treatment Plant 
– Current zero net loading requirements for Phosphorus  
– Current target for offsets approx. 10,000 lbs P/year 

• Potential Future Demand 
– Additional treatment plant 
– Any regulated discharge in the Laguna watershed 

under TMDL 
– Stormwater could add up to 50,000 lbs P/year 

– Significant hurdles in CA law (Prop 218) for levying stormwater 
management charges 

 

 



 
 

Valerie Minton 
707-569-1448 x 102 

vminton@sonomarcd.org 
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