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CA Caucus: Sustainable, Organic Ag Outreach
and Education on Farm Bill Priorities

Farm tours
Grower Fly-ins to Washington DC

Media work: op-eds, radio, social
media

Grower listening sessions
Consumer /urban outreach



2014 Farm Bill Priorities:

Conservation & Organic

Conservation:
Opposed major cuts to the Conservation Title
Support EQIP payment limits.

Support Conservation Compliance

Organic:
Support mandatory funding for Nat’l Organic Cert.

Cost Share Program

Organic Crop Insurance Reform



Priorities Cont’d:

Research, Education and Extension:

Mandatory Funding for the Nat’l Sustainable Agriculture
Information Service (ATTRA)

Maintain funding and program structure for the Sustainable
Ag Research and Education (SARE) program

Support increased mandatory funding for the Specialty
Crop Block Grant Program.

Support mandatory funding for the Organic Research and
Extension Initiative (OREI)

Funding for Food Safety Training, Education, Extension,
Outreach and Technical Assistance Initiative



Priorities Cont’d:

Beginner and Socially Disadvantaged Farmers
and Ranchers
Ensure a higher percent of working lands conservation

program dollars are reserved for beginning farmers
and ranchers; high cost share for such farmers

Increase funding for the Outreach Assistance for
Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers

Mandatory Funding for the Beginning Farmer and
Rancher Development Program

Mandatory Funding for the Individual Development
Accounts Pilot Program



Priorities Cont’d:

Rural Development and Local Food Systems:

Mandatory Funding Farmers Market Promotion
Program

Mandatory Funding Value Added Producer Grant
Program

Commodity Food Purchase Program Reform
Food Safety Inspection Service Reform

SNAP/ CSA farm access reform, smart-phone reform



2014 Farm Bill (courtesy of NSAC)

-1
Farm Bill Funding: Nutrition vs Everything Else

& Food stamps and
nutrition

¥ Everything Else




2014 Farm Bill

-1
Farm Bill Funding: Excluding Nutrition

® Crop Insurance
® Commodity Programs
“ Conservation

& Everything Else




2014 Farm Bill

Farm Bill Funding: The Small Programs

& Trade Subsides

B Research and Extersion




2018 Farm Bill: Next Steps

Considerations:
New U.S. Senator, opportunities for outreach/education

Greater support for the “small programs” needed:
Beginning and socially disadvantaged farmers &
ranchers, Rural development and Local /regional food

Conservation Title: funding and reform issues ongoing

Early and ongoing engagement (like today’s discussion)
is needed
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