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Special Drought Initiatives 

• Priorities for 2014: Practices to conserve water 
AND prevent soil loss 

• Improving irrigation efficiency 
• Stabilizing fallow cropland that does not have 

access to adequate water for irrigation 
• Assisting ranchers with reliable watering 

facilities and improved grazing distribution 



Crop and Orchard Irrigators 

• For those able to get water:  
• Improving Irrigation Efficiency conservation 

practices: conversion to micro-irrigation, 
installation of tailwater return systems, 
irrigation water management, and conversion 
of open ditches to pipelines 

• For irrigators not able to get water: residue 
management, tree pruning 



Rangeland 

• spring development rehabilitation 
• livestock well 
• watering facility 
• stock water pipeline 
• access control 



2009/2010 Drought 

• CA’s Central Valley: NRCS provided $10 million 
through a special EQIP drought initiative in March 
2010.  

• The funding built upon the $3 million NRCS 
provided to drought-stricken areas in 2009 and 
added the option of converting farms to highly 
water-efficient micro-irrigation systems. Fresno, 
Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, 
Stanislaus and Tulare counties were eligible for 
funding. 



2009/2010 Drought 

• Klamath Basin: NRCS California and Oregon 
announced $2 million for a special drought 
initiative for the Klamath Basin in March 2010.  

• The initiative was launched for the purpose of 
helping farmers and ranchers to establish 
conservation cover that minimizes the effects 
of wind erosion on bare fields 



Partnering with BOR/Water Districts 

• Producers in water/irrigation districts that are 
part of NRCS/Reclamation WaterSMART are 
eligible to request irrigation improvement 
funding so that they can benefit from the 
Reclamation-water/irrigation district 
improvements. 

• Since 2011, $12.3 million in EQIP has been 
made available. 
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