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School Meal Programs
(Opportunities/Challenges)

David G. Binkle

Deputy Director
Food Services Division
Los Angeles Unified School District



Food Services Division

Largest School Breakfast Program
2"d Largest School Lunch Program
1,094 program locations

Serving over 650,000 meals a day

Served over 123 million meals in 09-10

80% Children Eligible Free/Reduced Priced Meals




Opportunities

Educate & Implement Policy

Change Behavior

Continue the Leadership Role in School Meals

“If it is going to shift it is up to you” Morgan Spurlock
Lead with Courage

Turn Criticism into a Positive Message



Opportunities

Raise Awareness
Make sustainable force of change

Lead with Bold Change
Raise California Kids with California Grown Food
Move Nutrition Programs to CDFA from CDE
Incorporate four basic concept areas of strategic priority

[ Protect [_Access [ Promote [ Enterprise



LAUSD Opportunities

New Menu

Changed Procurement from Bid to Proposal
Eliminated Food Types

Increase of Fresh Fruits &Vegetables

Increase of Vegetarian Foods

— Vegetable tamale, tostada salad, omega fruit ice
— Vegetable manicotti with basil marinara

— 62% local sourced within 200 miles of LA



Challenges

Educating parents, students, community,
administrators why the change

1/3 of children overweight or obese
Media pre-judge

Reactions

— Customers

— Staff Training

— Food Industry
— Government Local, State & Federal Level



Challenges

Action is Slow
Lack of Fitness

~unding

Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act
Mandates

— 5 components Lunch- decline only 2
— 4 components Breakfast- decline only 1



Subpart A—General § 210.1
General purpose and scope.

(a) Purpose of the program.
Section 2 of the National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751), states:

“It is declared to be the policy of Congress, as a measure of national
security, to safeguard the health and well-being of the Nation’s children
and to encourage the domestic consumption of nutritious agricultural
commodities and other food, by assisting the States, through grants-in-aid
and other means, in providing an adequate supply of food and other
facilities for the establishment, maintenance, operation, and expansion of
non- profit school lunch programs.”

Pursuant to this act, the Department provides States with general and
special cash assistance and donations of foods acquired by the Department
to be used to assist schools in serving nutritious lunches to children each
school day. In furtherance of Program objectives, participating schools
shall serve lunches that are nutritionally adequate, as set forth in these
regulations, and shall to the extent practicable, ensure that participating
children gain a full understanding of the relationship between proper
eating and good health.



What Can You Do?

e ACT- Let’s Move!
 Support

— The California Farmer!
— The Children! K-12 Education & LAUSD
— Jobs!

— Local & State Economy
* Income
* Tax
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A Great Part of Your Day

DAVID G. BINKLE
Deputy Director of Food Services

david.binkle@lausd.net
213-241-1765
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