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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 9584 
  

MEETING MINUTES DECEMBER 4, 2012 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, December 4, 2012 at approximately 10:05 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Ashley Boren   Donald Bransford 
Kerry Tucker   Nancy Casady   Luawanna Hallstrom    
Charles Boyer   Miles Reiter   Marvin Meyers    

 Ben Drake    Kiran Black     
 
Absent:  
Sean McNally   Daniel Dooley   Mike Gallo 
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 6, 2012 
Board member Ben Drake moved to approve the minutes of the November 6th meeting. Board member 
Ashley Boren seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board which included information about the 2nd Annual Farm 
to Food Bank Event in San Diego and the release of the California Healthy Food Financing Initiative report – 
Improving Food Access in California.  

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD & DISCUSSION – Conservation Pivot 

The Board heard from representatives of the California Department of Conservation concerning a new 
approach to conservation efforts within the state. The presentation included a discussion with the Board on 
how best to enhance and leverage capitalization of conservation funding on working lands from a variety of 
public and private sources. 

 
Speakers included: 
 Director Mark Nechodom, California Department of Conservation 
 Laura Harnish, California Department of Conservation 
 John Lowrie, California Department of Conservation 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. The Board did indicate that a follow-up 
presentation would occur once specific recommendations were developed by California Department of 
Conservation for consideration by the Governor’s Office. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – BDCP & Farmland Mitigation 

The Board heard from a representative of the California Department of Water Resources concerning the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) and initial state planning to address farmland mitigation. 
 
Speaker: 
 Katherine Spanos, California Department of Water Resources 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. The Board did indicate that a follow-up 
discussion should occur in Spring/Summer 2013 once the public draft of the Environmental Impact Report is 
released. 

 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Ecosystem Services 

The Board heard from a representative of California Department of Food and Agriculture and liaison to the 
Environmental Farming Act Science Advisory Panel concerning a qualitative assessment model for 
ecosystem services. 
 
Speaker: 
 Dr. Amrith Gunasekara, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) BREAK 

 
(9) BOARD DISCUSSION/STRATEGIC PLANNING 

The Board discussed potential meeting agendas for 2013, Ag Vision priority areas, and Board actions taken 
over the last year. 
 
The discussion concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(10) OTHER BUSINESS 
No further issues were discussed. 

 
(11) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was provided. 
 
(12) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:15 p.m. 


