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MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
(ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC) 

 
Location: California Department of Food and Agriculture Contact:  Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
 1220 N Street – Main Auditorium   Office:  (916) 654-0462 
 Sacramento, CA 9584 
  

MEETING MINUTES NOVEMBER 6, 2012 
 
Item 
No. 
(1) CALL TO ORDER  

(a)  The meeting was called to order on Tuesday, November 6, 2012 at approximately 10:10 a.m.  Craig 
McNamara, President of the State Board of Food and Agriculture presiding.  

(b)  Welcoming remarks provided by President McNamara. 
(c) Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
(2) ROLL CALL 

Roll call taken by Joshua Eddy, Executive Director. 
 
Present: 
Craig McNamara  Ashley Boren   Mike Gallo  
Kerry Tucker   Nancy Casady   Luawanna Hallstrom    
Charles Boyer   Miles Reiter   Marvin Meyers    

 Ben Drake    Kiran Black    Daniel Dooley 
Donald Bransford 
 
Absent:  
Sean McNally   
             

(3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 2, 2012 
Board member Dan Dooley moved to approve the minutes of the October 2 meeting. Board member Nancy 
Casady seconded the motion and a unanimous vote carried the motion. 
 

(4) DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 
Secretary Ross provided a brief update to the Board which included information about the Dairy Future Task 
Force meeting, the Ag Communications Dialogue and California’s record $43.5 billion farm gate value for 
the 2011 Crop Year.  

 
(5) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD– Farm Bill Legislative Update 

The Board heard from a representative of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 
(NASDA) concerning the status and potential of a 2012 Farm Bill.  

 
Speaker: 
 Nathan Bowen, National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Michael Harris, Black Agriculture, commented on the need to have USDA’s National Agricultural Statistic 
Service (NASS) reach out to all farmers concerning the 2012 Census of Agriculture.  
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(6) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farm Bill Impact: Research 
The Board heard from a representative of the National Grape & Wine Initiative and former representative of 
the National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education and Economic Advisory Board concerning 
agricultural research programs in California and the need for Farm Bill funding. 
 
Speaker: 
 Jean-Mari Peltier, National Grape & Wine Initiative 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(7) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farm Bill Impact: Trade 

The Board heard from a representative of the Wine Institute and member of the U.S. Agricultural Export 
Development Council concerning the impact of Farm Bill funding on agricultural trade programs. 
 
Speaker: 
 Linsey Gallagher, Wine Institute 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(8) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farm Bill Impact: Dairy 

The Board heard from a representative of the dairy industry concerning the expiration of federal dairy 
assistance programs as a result of the Farm Bill impasse in Congress.  
 
Speaker: 
 Michael Marsh, Western United Dairymen 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(9) BREAK 

 
(10) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farm Bill Impact: Plant Health 

The Board heard from a representative of USDA’s Animal Plant Health Inspection Service about overall 
federal funding impacts (Farm Bill and appropriations) to California’s plant health infrastructure.  
 
Speaker:  
 Helene Wright, USDA – Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 

 
(11) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farm Bill Impact: Specialty Crops 

The Board heard from a representative of the California Grape and Tree Fruit League and member of the 
Specialty Crops Alliance pertaining to the overall impact to trade, research and market competitiveness of 
specialty crop products without passage of a 2012 Farm Bill. 
 
Speaker: 
 Barry Bedwell, California Grape and Tree Fruit League 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
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(12) PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD – Farm Bill Impact: Organic Agriculture 
The Board heard from a representative of California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF) on the issue of Farm 
Bill funding related to organic agriculture. Several organic agricultural programs have expired without the 
passage of a 2012 Farm Bill. 
 
Speaker: 
 Cathy Calfo, California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF) 

 
The presentation concluded without formal action by the Board. 
 

(13) OTHER BUSINESS 
Board members discussed the following items: 
 
 Farmers Feeding the Hungry – Sue Sigler with the California Association of Food Banks discussed the 

Board’s initiative to double farm to food bank donations by 2015 and that further work and outreach is 
needed. Ms. Sigler provided overview on the strategy to meet the donation goal which involved 1.) 
Strategic communication to agricultural marketing orders and targeted media outreach, 2.) Direct 
solicitation by Board members to California producers, and 3.) Partnerships/creative opportunities with 
other agricultural stakeholders. 

 
 Findings and Recommendations on the California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program – the Board 

considered a DRAFT paper related to the California Specialty Crop Block Grant Program, which was 
requested at October 2, 2012 meeting. Following discussion on the DRAFT paper, a motion was passed 
approving the recommendations. The motion also included an addition that authorizes President Craig 
McNamara, on behalf of the Board, to send a letter to the California Congressional Delegation on the 
importance of passing a Farm Bill.  

 
MOTION: Board member Nancy Casady moved to approve the DRAFT recommendation letter on the 
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program and to authorize the Board President to send a letter, on behalf of 
the Board, to the California Congressional Delegation urging passage of a Farm Bill. Board member Ben 
Drake seconded the motion and 12-1 voted carried the motion. 
 
Yeas:  Kiran Black, Ashley Boren, Charles Boyer, Don Bransford, Nancy Casady, Dan Dooley, 

Ben Drake, Mike Gallo, Luawanna Hallstrom, Craig McNamara, Marvin Meyers, and Kerry 
Tucker. 

 
Nays:  Miles Reiter. 
 

 Farm Bill/Washington D.C. Visit – The Board directed staff to survey Board members concerning their 
preference to travel to Washington D.C. to visit with Congressional Representatives on the importance of 
Farm Bill Programs. The visit would be conducted and funded by Board Members in their private 
capacity. 

 
(14) PUBLIC COMMENT 

One individual provided public comment: 
 
Michael Harris, Black Agriculture, provided a brief update to the Board on activities and initiatives being 
pursued by his organization. Among these activities are - 1.) Freedoms Eve (December 31st) celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, 2.) A school garden project supported by grant funding 
(Diversity Initiative) and involves partnership with Nigeria, and 3.) the Urban Ag Initiative – a program 
supporting individuals to grow products for themselves. 
 

(15) CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:35 p.m. 


