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Evolving Program 
 Pre-2000:  Specific Ag issues: Selenium, Rice 

 Herbicides, Dairies     
 2000: Started work on overall Ag regulation 
 2003: New Ag waiver – data collection and 

 organization – surface water only 
 2006: Renewed Ag waiver – increased 

 emphasis on BMP implementation 
 2011: Certified Programmatic EIR 
 2012: Adopted first General WDR 
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Next Steps 

 Implement Eastern San Joaquin Order 
 Individual General WDRs  

 Workshop Jan 31/Feb 1 
 Adoption early summer 

 Tulare Lake Basin 
 Workshop ~April 
 Adoption Late Summer or Fall 

 Continue until all Orders adopted 
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What is New 

 High and Low Vulnerability Areas 
 Different for surface and ground water  
 Prioritizes efforts 
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What is New 

 Management Practices Evaluation 
 What farming practices are protective of 

surface or ground water quality for specific 
crop, soil, irrigation, climate, etc. conditions 

 May involve focused groundwater studies to 
evaluate practices 

 Multi-Coalition coordinated effort 
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What is New 

 Farm Evaluation Plans 
 What practices are being used to protect 

ground and surface waters 
 Farm level reports to Coalition 
 Coalition reports at Township level to Board 
 Details available to Board upon EO request 

 Plan submission: 
 Annually in High Vulnerability Areas 
 Every five years in Low Vulnerability Areas 
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What is New 

 Nitrogen Management Plans 
 Required for all farms 
 Certified plans in High Vulnerability Areas 

 CDFA working on education/certification program 

 Nitrogen reporting 
 Ratio of available nitrogen to crop uptake 
 Farmers report per field/crop to Coalition 
 Coalition reports to Board on Township level 
 Detail available to Board upon EO request 
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What is New 

 Sediment and Erosion Control Plans 
 Sediment and erosion control will contain 

many pollutants beyond “dirt” 
 Where sediment and erosion is an issue 
 Broadened scope of people who can certify 
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Responsed to Comments 
 More flexibility in identifying groundwater vulnerability 

areas. 
 Coalition has option to take lead in preparing templates to 

assist growers in meeting requirements. 
 Small farms (<60 acres) provided more time to comply. 
 Sediment /erosion control plans  in high vulnerability areas. 
 Removed requirement for design of new ponds by engineer. 
 More flexibility to evaluate the effectiveness of management 

practices in protecting groundwater. 
 More flexibility in certifying plans. 
 Reporting changed from section to township. 
 Public posting of critical documents 
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What Are WE 
 Trying to Accomplish? 

WE = Water Board, Agriculture, Stakeholders 
 

 Protect water quality for current and future 
generations 
 

 Ensure any requirements are consistent with 
sustaining agriculture in the Central Valley 
 

 Learn and adapt as we move forward 
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Estimated Nitrate Sources (Regional) 

Figure 1. Estimated groundwater nitrate loading from major sources 
within the Tulare Lake Basin and Salinas Valley, in Gg nitrogen per year 
(1 Gg = 1,100 t).  
http://groundwaternitrate.ucdavis.edu/files/139110.pdf ; Viers, J.H., et al 
(2012). Nitrogen Sources and Loading to Groundwater 

http://groundwaternitrate.ucdavis.edu/files/139110.pdf
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