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HSR in Kings County  
Analysis of Economic Impacts 

 8,763 parcel acres cut across increased to 11,467 with 
associated structures 

 7,139 agricultural growing fields cut across 
 $8,203,595 Annual Production Value 2008 $ 
 $28,700,000 Estimated Ag Supporting Industry loss 
 $50,000,000 potential loss from 11 Dairy operations 

impacted 
 $11,000,000 potential loss to Downtown Hanford 

businesses if Amtrak is moved 
 $100,000,000 estimated annual economic impact 
 Does not include costs of governmental services or 

other business disruptions like Baker Commodities  
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Significant Unresolved Impacts 

 Agricultural Operations –  
 HSR project does not specifically address how the project will 

keep agricultural operations whole.  Dairy re-permitting. Surface 
water delivery, farm equipment access, pesticide spraying.  
 

 Baker Commodities –  
 Facility renders 700 cows per day/supports 800 dairies from 

Stanislaus County to Kern County.  Only two companies in the 
San Joaquin Valley provide this support service to dairies. 
 

 Growth Inducing –  
 HSR Alignment & Station are in areas planned for long term 

agricultural protection. Poses significant growth inducing impacts 
as urban growth in these areas were not planned for municipal 
services, and outside the City’s sphere of influence.   
 
 

 



HSR Related Impacts 
 Agriculture Resources – conversion, disruption, splits 

 Air Quality – new destination generator increased emissions 

 Hydrology and Water Quality – groundwater 
overdraft, limited surface water, flood 

 Land Use and Planning – urban sprawl, growth 
inducing major urban transportation hub 

 Mineral Resources – prime agricultural soils 

 Noise – compatible uses, new major frequent noise source 

 Public Services – critical emergency services 

 Transportation/Traffic – connectivity, farm transport 

 Utilities and Service Systems – water, sewer 
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