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205 Illnesses 
4 deaths 

26 states and Canada 

E. Coli 0157:H7 
50% Hospitalization 
15% HUS (31 cases) 



Kyle Allgood 
2004 - 2006 



Joe- this is just a place holder slide. 
Will update this and label.-Kori 

National Spinach Unit Volume Sales  (Source: AC Neilson) 

Bulk Spinach 

Cello Spinach 

National Spinach Unit Volume Sales  (Source: AC Neilson) 



How to Respond? 





Diverse Farms 



Commitment 
99% of CA Production 



The LGMA Model: 
Government Oversight 

Sound Science/Best Practices 
Continuous Improvement 



MANDATORY  
GOVERNMENT  

OVERSIGHT 
 

 



Government 
 Auditors 
•  USDA Trained 
•  Perfectly positioned 
to do on-farm audits 



Audits 
•  Average 5 per year 
•  Regular and Random 
•  Announced + Unannounced 
•  100% Compliance Required 



Certification 





BASED ON BEST 
PRACTICES 
And Sound  

Science 



Food Safety Practices 
Science-based 

Developed by experts 
Updated with new science 



Key Risk Areas 
General Requirements 
Water 
Soil Amendments 
Environment 
Worker Hygiene 
Field Observations 
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CONTINUOUS 
IMPROVEMENT 
 

 





Education and Continuous Improvement 



What’s Next? 



DC: 
New rules and 

regulations will 
change the way the 

produce industry 
deals with food 

safety issues 



Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) 
– Overhaul of US Rules 
– LGMA Objective 

• Align LGMA program with new FDA rules 
• Avoid additional audits and compliance requirements 

 



Since 2007: 
5 Years of operation 

Over 2,500 Farm Audits 
Mandatory Compliance 

Penalties/Decertifications 
 





www.LGMA.ca.gov 



Thank You! 
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