
                    
                 

 

  
   

 
 

         
    

    
   

 
 

      
      

       
   

  
     

       
       

          
       

    

  
  

 

May 2020 

Dear Farmer: 

The Produce Safety Rule (PSR), which falls under U.S. Food & Drug Administration’s 
Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA), is a federal law regulating food safety on 
produce farms. The PSR establishes a set of practices that farmers must follow, 
designed to minimize the potential of food borne illnesses. The FDA also created 
exemptions and by contacting us, we can assist in determining eligibility.  

It is important that we verify your current information to determine whether your farm is 
subject to the PSR. If you are a farmer and think you may be exempt from the PSR, we 
ask that you fill out and return a questionnaire (link). If you are not a farmer or involved in 
produce production, we would also appreciate hearing from you so that we may update 
our records. Or if you believe you are exempt from the PSR, please visit the 
questionnaire (link) for more information. 

We have many resources available to assist farmers in gaining compliance with the 
PSR, including a website and mailing list (link), educational handouts, and On-Farm 
Readiness Reviews (OFRR), which are voluntary and provide a free, personalized on-
farm discussion about your specific farming practices designed to assist you in 
becoming compliant with the PSR. We also prepared the questionnaire to help 
determine if your farm is subject to the PSR.  

You may contact our office at your earliest convenience to discuss this matter further or 
you may fill out the questionnaire and submit it to our office by email or postal mail. We 
look forward to hearing from you soon. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me 
directly or you may contact our Compliance Officer, Bryce Praditkul at 916-900-5030. If 
you need an interpreter, one can be provided at no charge. 

Sincerely, 

Shelley D. Phillips, M.S.  
Supervisor, Produce Safety Program 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 
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