CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
FOOD & AGRICULTURE

Lcdia

Statewide Plant Pest Prevention and Management Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q — Why is the EIR being prepared?

A — Insect pests and plant diseases are a constant threat to the nation’s food supply and natural
resources. One of CDFA’s primary missions is to prevent these invasive species, such as fruit flies, the
European grapevine moth, Sudden Oak Death, and the Asian citrus psyllid and the disease it carries,
huanglongbing. The EIR will provide environmental review and analysis of CDFA's various pest
prevention and management activities statewide. It would apply to future detections and activities
that fall within the scope of the EIR.

Q - A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the EIR has been issued. What does this mean?

A —The NOP is a document stating that an EIR will be prepared for a particular project. It is the first
step in the EIR process. The NOP provides other state agencies that have jurisdiction in the process,
called “responsible agencies,” with sufficient information describing the project and the potential
environmental effects. Within 30 days after receiving the NOP each responsible agency must provide
the lead agency (CDFA) with specific detail about the scope and content of the environmental
information related to the responsible agency's area of statutory responsibility. This information must
be included in the draft EIR.

Q — What issue challenging California is resulting in this EIR?

A — If pest and plant disease threats cannot be prevented, CDFA works to control and remove them by
using principles of integrated pest management, which are defined as managing pests by combining
biological approaches and other tools in a way that minimizes economic, health, and environmental
risks. Pest management programs are highly complex partnerships involving the USDA, county
agricultural commissioners, the agriculture industry, and homeowners when infestations occur in
urban areas

Q- What if a pest is detected or a treatment method emerges that is not addressed in the EIR?

A — When necessary, the EIR can be relied upon as the foundation for additional environmental review
and be easily amended, including additional comment, when new treatment approaches become
available, or current ones become obsolete.
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Q - How will sufficient public process be assured, both with the EIR and when the time comes to
introduce a new project?

A —There is extensive public participation built into the EIR process and department pest management
programs. CDFA intends to exceed requirements for public scoping meetings and public hearings, and
will assemble a Technical Advisory Committee to provide feedback to the department. A separate
group will be convened to provide peer review of the technical and scientific data relied upon by CDFA
in developing alternatives, response measures and risk assessment. The findings of both groups will be
made public. Also, there will be additional opportunities for public input and local community
engagement once a management approach is selected. People wishing to participate in the process
may learn more by visiting www.cdfa.ca.gov/go/peir.

Q - Why does CDFA wish to complete a single EIR with a broad application instead of separate EIRs
for each new detection?

A — This approach provides for efficiency and a comprehensive view of an agency’s proposed project.

In this instance, because invasive pests affect the entire state, CDFA believes it is in the public’s interest
to get a big picture view of pest management. The department’s foremost goal is to ensure public
safety in all manners of pest management, but also to:

e Educate about the principles of integrated pest management utilized in programs.

e Provide for the security of California’s food supply, which is relied upon across the country and
throughout the world.

e Protect the state’s natural resources from invasive pests.
e Enable CDFA to meet its statutory mandates rapidly.
e Expand public participation in the process.

Q - How long will the EIR take to prepare?

A — Completion is projected in 2013.
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