
  

 

 
 

 

  

   

  

 

 

  
   

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fruit Treee, Nut Treee and Grappevine Impprovement Advisory BBoard  
Extraacts from tthe Califorrnia Food aand Agricuultural Codde 

The foollowing sectionss are extracts froom the California Food and Agrricultural Code.  They have beeen prepared by the Nursery, Seeed, and 
Cottonn Program, Pest Exclusion Brancch, California Deppartment of Foodd and Agriculturee.  These extractts are provided foor information puurposes 
only.  For the official teext, the user should consult the CCalifornia Food and Agricultural CCode published bby the California State Legislaturee.  

6981. ((a) An annuaal assessmentt of 1 percent shall be levieed on the gross sales of alll deciduous ppome 
and stonee fruit trees, nut trees, olivee trees, and grapevines, including seedss, seedlings, rootstocks, and 
topstock, including ornamental varieeties of apple, apricot, crabbapple, cherryy, nectarine, oolive, peach, pear, 
and plum,, produced annd sold within the state or pproduced withhin and shippped from the sstate by any 
licensed nnursery dealeer.  For packagged or containerized stockk, the assessmment shall bee levied on thee 
producer'ss bareroot priice of the plannts. 

(b)  The secretary, ass appropriatee, and on thee recommenddation of the board estabblished pursuaant to 
Section 66988, may exxempt from tthe assessmeent certain sspecies of poome and stonne fruit, nut trees, 
grapevinees, or varietiees of olive ttrees, or ornnamental variieties of appple, apricot, crabapple, ccherry, 
nectarine,, olive, peachh, pear, and plum if it caan be demonnstrated that no benefit iss derived by these 
species or varieties froom programs ddescribed in ssubdivision (dd). 

(c)  The aassessment shall be applieed at the point of sale wheere the nurserry stock is solld by a producer to 
persons oother than Caalifornia produucers of nurseery stock thatt is subject too assessmentt under subdivision 
(a). 

(d) The ssecretary mayy set the asseessment at a lower percennt to cover thee costs necesssary to impleement 
and carry out all deparrtment prograams established pursuant tto Article 7 (ccommencing wwith Section 5821) 
of Chapteer 8 of Part 1 cconcerning thhe registrationn and certificaation of pomee and stone fruit trees, nut trees, 
olive treees, and grapeevines; the UUniversity of California fooundation plaant materialss service acttivities 
concerninng pome and stone fruit treees, nut treess, olive trees,  and grapevinnes; and otheer activities reelated 
to the deevelopment oof planting materials for ppome and sttone fruit treees, nut treess, olive treess, and 
grapevinees. 

(Amended by Stats. 20122, Ch. 323, Secc. 2. Effective JJanuary 1, 20133.) 

6982.  Thhe assessmennt shall be duue and payablle to the secreetary annuallyy by March 10. Assessmeents 
not paid wwithin 30 dayss of the due date shall be cconsidered deelinquent. 

(Amended by Stats. 19988, Ch. 576, Secc. 2. Effective JJanuary 1, 19999.) 

6983.   (aa) The meassure of grosss sales shall be the grosss sales for thhe previous ffiscal year of each 
licensee. 

(b)  The ssecretary mayy conduct auddits and ensurre that an asssessment is bbeing properlyy paid. 

(Amended by Stats. 19988, Ch. 576, Secc. 3. Effective JJanuary 1, 19999.) 

6984. Anny money which is received by the depaartment pursuuant to this arrticle shall be paid into the State 
Treasury and shall be credited to thhe Departmennt of Food annd Agriculturee Fund. Any money in thee fund 
which is derived purssuant to this article shall be expendeed solely to support proggrams specified in 
subdivisioon (d) of Sectiion 6981. 

(Amended by Stats. 19988, Ch. 576, Secc. 3. Effective JJanuary 1, 19999.) 

Nurserry, Seed, and Cootton Program   ●●  1220 N Streett ● Sacramento, California 95814 Sttate of Californnia 
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Fruit Tree, Nut Tree and Grapevine Improvement Advisory Board (FAC §6981-6988) 

6985.  The department may enter into agreements with the University of California, any commissioner, 
and any qualified research agency to assist in the development of planting material for pome and stone 
fruit, nut tree, olive tree, and grapevine production.  The agreements shall provide for payment for 
services rendered from fees collected pursuant to this article. 

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 343, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2012.) 

6986.  The secretary shall levy on all delinquent and unpaid assessments pursuant to this article a 
collection charge of 20 percent of the amount due. 

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 576, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 1999.) 

6987.  The secretary shall not renew a nursery license to any applicant who has failed to pay an 
assessment due pursuant to this article within 60 days of the due date. 

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 576, Sec. 5. Effective January 1, 1999.) 

6988.  The secretary, upon consultation with the pome and stone fruit tree, nut tree, olive tree, and 
grapevine nursery industry, shall appoint a board to assist and advise him or her concerning the 
implementation of this article. 

(a) Membership on the board shall consist of 11 representatives, a majority of whom are licensed 
producers of pome, stone, nut, olive, and grape nursery stock, but also users and a public member as 
follows: 

(1) Two each from the stone fruit (including almonds) and nut (other than almond) industries. 
(2) Four from the grape industry. 
(3) One each from the pome fruit and olive industries. 
(4) One public representative. 

(b) Board members shall represent all areas of the state involved in the production of pome and stone 
fruit trees, nut trees, olive trees, and grapevines. 

(c) The members of the board shall serve for fixed terms of up to two years.  The secretary, upon 
nomination by the industry, may appoint a member for three consecutive terms.  The secretary shall 
reappoint no more than eight of the then-current members of the board within a two-year period. 

(d) The board shall meet at least twice a year.  The chair or the secretary may call any other meeting 
when it is deemed necessary by one or both of them.  Each member shall be allowed per diem and 
mileage in accordance with Department of Human Resources rules for attending any meeting of the 
board. 

(e) The board shall review and make recommendations to the secretary concerning the ongoing 
operations of the department and the University of California pertaining to this article.  This shall include 
advice on fiscal expenditure, assessments needed to cover costs, and proposals concerning the 
development of planting materials. 

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 665, Sec. 18. Effective January 1, 2013.) 
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