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Introduction

Border Protection Stations (BPS)

First established on June 26t 1921
16 BPS’s statewide (OR, NV, & AZ borders)

Each BPS sees unique imports of host
materials harboring invasive species.

BPS is the First Line of Defense in
protecting CA’s agricultural and
environmental resources from unsafe and
unwanted pest and plant disease entry.
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Natural Barriers

CA has natural barriers such as
towering mountains, scorching
deserts and the Pacific Ocean
surrounding our state.

Most pests cannot naturally cross
these barriers on their own:

* Le. they must be brought in via
“hitchhiking” on someone or
something such as an automobile
or its contents.
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First Line of Deftense

What this means...

BPS inspects commercial and private vehicles entering CA
at state borders

Inspect for known host materials harboring invasive species.

Intercept/confiscate/destroy infested host materials or
return them out of state.

Regulate and enforce State and Federal FAC quarantines
(per the CA Plant Quarantine Manual & FAC).

Reject/refuse entry any non-compliant shipments of
nursery stock, fruit, plants, firewood, soil, etc.

Create “warning hold notices (66-008)” for compliant
quarantined commodities.

Alert the CAC offices of the 66-008 and incoming
quarantined shipments for secondary inspection during
offload at CA destination.
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Types of Inspections Performed

Border Stations Inspect:

* Fruit & Vegetables

* Nursery Stock

* Plant Debris

* Firewood/Logs/Old Barnwood
* Soil/Mulch/SOD

 Hay (Alfalfa, Straw, etc.)

* Seeds for planting

* Grain

* Noxious Weeds

* Outdoor Household Articles
« Apiary (Honeybees)
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Private Vehicle Inspections

“Auto Lane Inspections” - You & Me

BPS Inspector determines the degree of inspection needed as the vehicle
approaches the check point:

Verbal Inspections - lower-risk vehicles

Consists of visually scanning the vehicles and questioning driver
about the presence of quarantined commodities

Use this as an opportunity to educate the public as well
Physical Inspections — higher-risk vehicles
Consists of opening containers and vehicle compartments

In some cases, inspection of the exterior of the vehicle will be
inspected for the presence of hitchhiking pests (i.e. Spongy Moth &
SLF on recreational vehicles)

Certificate of Inspection (66-007): Issued to the motorist after
physical inspection is complete. Provides documentation that a
vehicle and its contents have passed inspection. CFAC 5024
requires each vehicle inspected to be issued a 66-007.



Commercial Inspections

“Truck Inspections”

Bills of lading for every commercial vehicle entering a BPS
are checked for quarantined or contractual commodities.

The inspector determines if a truck or its contents needs to
be inspected based on what is listed on the bills of lading.
(e.g. contents, origin, etc.)

Common trucks requiring inspection or additional
processing:

Trucks carrying produce or nursery stock with
regulated commodities

Trucks hauling any commodities likely to carry
hitchhiking pests

Trucks with empty trailers (dependent on origin)
Trucks with non-descript bills of lading (suspect)

Trucks carrying contractual commodities (used
beverage containers, tobacco products, etc.)



Search vs. Inspection

Search: (Police)

Coercive investigations, usually by law
enforcement, conducted to

find evidence of criminal activity

and typically requiring a warrant or
high probability of cause.

Food & Agriculture Codes (BPS)

FAC 5024 (a) — Shall inspect any plant or
thing that could be infested or infected.
Inspectors should not allow anything to
pass the quarantine line without an
inspection.

FAC 5301 - Establishes, maintains, and
enforces quarantine boundaries.

Inspection: (BPS)

Routine, often non-

criminal administrative checks

focusing on compliance, safety,
or regulations. Does not require
a search warrant. Is voluntary.

FAC 5302 - Establishes, maintains, and
enforces quarantine regulations.

FAC 5341 - Establishes the inspection
stations.

FAC 5341.5 — Requires every vehicle to
stop for inspection upon entering the State.



BPS Enforcement and Interceptions

Common Quarantines Enforced:

Federal Domestic:

301.32 Fruit Flies
301.45 Spongy Moth
301.48 Japanese Beetle
301.81 Imported Fire ant

State Exterior:

3250 Citrus Pest

3252 Caribbean Fruit Fly

3256 Cherry Fruit Fly

3261 Ozonium Root Rot

3264 Colorado Potato Beetle

3271 Burrowing and Reniform Nematode
3275 European Pine Shoot Moth

3280 Japanese Beetle

Commonly Intercepted and/or Regulated:

Pest:

 Fruit Flies

« Cotton Pest
 Beetles
 Thrips

« Ants

* Snails

* Moths

* Nematodes

Co-Op Activities:

« Livestock

* Recycling Products
* Tobacco Products
« Egg/Pork Product

Others:
* Apiary
* Firewood
* Hay
* Noxious Weeds
* Foreign/Domestic Produce
* Nursery Stock
* Outdoor Household Goods
+ Exotic Animals (ferrets, flying
squirrels, monk parakeets)
« Lions/Tigers and Bears
« Farm Equipment
+ Cottonseed
* Seeds
(grass/potato/grain /alfalfa)



Cooperative Agencies

Who fund BPS to perform aspects
of their jobs:

e CalRecycle

* CA Dept. Tax & Fee Administration
(CDTFA)

e Tobacco (DOJ)

e Animal Care Program (ACP)
 Egg Safety Quality Management (ESQM)
 Animal Health Branch (AHB)

* Feed, Fertilizer & Livestock Drugs
Regulatory Services (FFLDRS)




Challenges Meeting these Obligations

» Heavy Workload (all » Health & Safety Concerns

important) (working in the middle of a
F - COVID 19
> CADeficit - 8% Budget Cuts | coWV&)
> Reduced Staffing Recruitment and Retention
: » High Level of Knowledge

> 24/7/365 Operations Required to Preform Duties

» Shift Work (3 shifts) » Constant

» Rural and Isolated Training/Retraining
Workplace (travel » Uncompetitive Wages
distances) (Since 2024 Fast Food pays

» Extreme Working Climates higher and can offer more
(freezing temps to incentives)
scorching heat) » Etc...

» Interaction w/the Public
(Difficult travelers)




Staffing Issues

In 2025, CA mandated that all state agencies reduce
funding by 8% forcing BPS to reduce staffing at all
facilities.

To meet compliance, BPS developed a staffing reduction
plan strategically designed to keep all stations open and
operational but at reduced hours of operation.

Higher traffic volume stations on known higher-risk pest
pathways were prioritized and awarded more staffing
and continued 24 /7 hours of operation.

Lower traffic volume stations on known lesser-risk pest
pathways were reduced to less than 24 /7 hours of
operation (daylight hours only).
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BPS Operating Hours

Stations at 24/7/365
Operations:

 Hornbook BPS (I-5)

* Dorris BPS (HWY 97)
 Long Valley BPS (HWY 395)
* Truckee BPS (I-80)

* Mt. Pass BPS (I-195)
 Needles BPS (I-40)

« Vidal BPS (HWY 62)

« Blythe BPS (I-10)
 Winterhaven BPS (I-8)

¢ These stations (9) are located on major
entry points into CA having high traffic
volumes, abundant commercial
shipments, and are generally in more
populated areas creating a greater risk
factor for unwanted pests.

Stations at Daylight Hours Only
Operations:

* Smith River BPS (HWY 101)

« Redwood Hwy BPS (HWY 199)
* Tulelake BPS (HWY 139)

* Alturas BPS (HWY 395)
 Meyers BPS (HWY 50)
 Topaz BPS (HWY 395)
 Benton BPS (HWY 6)

% These stations (7) are located on
more rural, less traveled entry points
with fewer commercial shipments
and less populated areas. While pest
risk varies, these stations typically
have lower risk of pest entry and
typically serve primarily as a
deterrent factor.



By the numbers
Why all Vehicles aren’t Inspected

2025 At the 16 Border Protection
During 2025 operations we had Statlons.
25,470,868 Autos -Total staff of 196 inspectors
8,304,645 Commercial Trucks 139016 vehicles per inspector
1,256,767 Recreational Vehicles annu.ally average
Total 35,032,280 -33,845 shipments processed

resulting in Interceptions, Warning
Notices or Rejections

« Traffic is prioritized to determine highest pest risk posed of
each vehicle entering.

* The vehicles selected for inspection pose the highest risk to
our state as they could be carrying invasive species.

 While this process is not perfect, it continues to prove
effective as a form of regulation and prevention.



Thank you!
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CDFA Website:
CDFA - California Border Protection Stations



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fborderstationscareers&data=04%7C01%7CJeffery.Simons%40cdfa.ca.gov%7Ce27d92bd0b0b466ef2e408d8a1e61999%7Cafdfd251a22248978cbaae68cabfffbc%7C0%7C0%7C637437356941854361%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FczenwUHlD7Exkv9l4UMFiDDPCIzOVq9JXiHigqSAsI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fborderstationscareers%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJeffery.Simons%40cdfa.ca.gov%7Ce27d92bd0b0b466ef2e408d8a1e61999%7Cafdfd251a22248978cbaae68cabfffbc%7C0%7C0%7C637437356941864309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nUFwORWqjUCBVP4kj%2BIvFiVRfDcdrF6Bm1IATNqvvhA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fborderstationscareers&data=04%7C01%7CJeffery.Simons%40cdfa.ca.gov%7Ce27d92bd0b0b466ef2e408d8a1e61999%7Cafdfd251a22248978cbaae68cabfffbc%7C0%7C0%7C637437356941864309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WapnJtChIK34Xei5ZSIP74iQFKC9fa7vPZvlq4S%2FCxQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/PE/ExteriorExclusion/borders.html
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/PE/ExteriorExclusion/borders.html
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/PE/ExteriorExclusion/borders.html
https://x.com/i/flow/login
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