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Week Ending September 8, 2013 
 
Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
 
Southern California: 
 
To date there have been 1,191,421 sterile PBW moths released over Imperial County cotton in the 
Bard/Winterhaven area.  Releases were suspended last week as cotton was 98% defoliated and 
picking and disking had started. Recent monsoon storms have caused re-growth of the remaining 
cotton and it will have to be defoliated before picking can resume.  Sterile PBW moth releases will 
resume next week and continue until defoliation, picking, and disking are done.  
 
San Joaquin Valley: 
 
There were 7,760,012 sterile moths released this week, bringing the season total to 117,335,464.  
The Shafter Identification Lab examined 264 traps containing 3,180 sterile moths in traps from Kern 
and Merced Counties and one native moth in Merced County.  The native moth was captured in a 
field adjacent to a section that caught one native in 2010.  The trap also contained 15 sterile moths.  
The aerial release of sterile moths on the following day was doubled to increase the sterile moth 
populations in the field where the native was found and in all cotton fields adjacent to the field where 
the native moth was captured.  The Lab also examined 312 traps from Southern California that 
contained 4,258 sterile moths and no native moths.  
 
Sacramento Valley: 
 
Traps will be examined and removed in three to four weeks, depending on the weather.    
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