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Pink Bollworm Activities

Southern California:

There have been no native pink bollworm (PBW) moths captured to date this year in Riverside,
Imperial, or San Bernardino Counties. There were 95,770 sterile pink bollworm moths released over
okra plots this week in the Niland area in Imperial County. There have been 4,501,190 sterile moths
released to date in the Niland area and a cumulative of 25,821 sterile moths trapped to date.

Agricultural Pest Control Supervisor Jodi Brigman reports that unexpected heavy rains fell in the
Imperial Valley on Monday afternoon. There were .75 to 4 inches of rain that fell in a very short time
depending on the location. Jodi reported this as a deluge causing flooding in Seeley from1.89 inches
of rain and there was a breech in the Westside Main Canal. The National Weather Service reported
4 inches of rain NW of Westmoreland and Ocotillo where 2.5-3.5 inches of rain fell within about an
hour resulting of the closing Interstate 8 and HWY 98 due to mud flows. The Glamis area to the
northeast of Brawley received 2-3 inches and CIMIS reported nearly 2 tenth of rain in Ripley area in
the Palo Verde Valley. The rain flooded fields, and there may be serious crop damage, especially to
seed alfalfa. The rains brought the heat down from above 100 degrees, to 73 degrees by 5:00 pm.

San Joaquin Valley:

The Shafter Identification Lab examined 69 traps from Southern California which contained 2,353
sterile moths. There have been no native moths trapped to date. Trappers have been changing all
the traps and lures in their zones during this two week service cycle. All traps will have been serviced
by the end of next week. Trappers are also identifying and recording upland and pima cotton field
sites.

Sacramento Valley:
Northern counties are in the process of supplying the Pink Bollworm Program with maps of

cotton field locations and acreage. This will expedite the deployment of PBW traps. Trap
deployment is scheduled for the end of August.
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