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Pink Bollworm Activities  

 

 

Southern California: 

 

No native pink bollworm (PBW) moths have been captured to date in the Imperial Valley, Blythe/ Palo Verde 
Valley, Bard/Winterhaven or the Needles area.  There was 1 native moth captured in 2011, and 61 by this time 
in 2010.  Agricultural Pest Control Supervisor Jodi Brigman and Agricultural Technician II John Nelson have 

tested all cotton fields to verify the presence of Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis).  Only varieties of cotton containing 
the Bt trait are allowed to be grown in Imperial, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties. 
 
A total of 95,770 sterile moths were released over Imperial County okra in the Niland area.  A grand total of 
4,309,650 sterile moths have been released to date.  A total of 2,887 sterile moths were trapped this week.  The 
cumulative total of sterile moths captured to date is 21,941.  
 

 

San Joaquin Valley: 

 

All of the traps have been installed in Kern, Kings, Tulare, Fresno, Madera, and Merced counties. There 
are 849 traps in cotton in Kern County, 1,170 traps in Kings County, 317 traps in Tulare County, 1,093 
traps in Fresno County, 25 traps in Madera County, and 841 traps in Merced County. The total for the San 
Joaquin Valley is 4,295 traps in cotton.  
 
 The Shafter Identification Lab examined 76 traps and identified 2,887 sterile moths from Southern 
California.  Two of the moths had no visible dye and were sent to the USDA Facility in Phoenix, AZ. 
The moths were tested positive for strontium and proved to be sterile moths.  As reported last week, 
these moths were reared in the Phoenix Rearing Facility where strontium was added to their diet.      

 
 

Sacramento Valley: 

 

The latest heat unit projections indicate trap placement will be done the week of 8/27/12 thru 8/31/12. 
All cotton growing counties in Northern California have provided information for their 2012 cotton 
acreage totals and locations.   

 


