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Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
 

 
Southern California: 

No native pink bollworm (PBW) moths have been captured to date in the Imperial Valley, Bard/Winterhaven, 
Needles, or the Blythe/ Palo Verde area.   
 
There have been a total of 4,213,880 sterile moths released to date in okra plots in the Niland area of Imperial 
County.  A total of 95,770 sterile moths were released this week and 3,414 sterile moths were trapped.  The 
total number of sterile moths in okra plots captured this season is 18,245.   
 
Sterile PBW moths with strontium added to their diet were reared in the Phoenix Lab and released in cotton 
fields in the Palo Verde Valley. These moths have the red dye as well, and are dusted with florescent paint 
powder.  There were 676 sterile moths trapped this week in the Palo Verde Valley and 772 sterile moths have 
been trapped to date.  The florescent powder and internal red dye have worked well.  Testing for the presence 
of strontium in moths trapped in the field is ongoing. 
 
 
San Joaquin Valley
 

: 

All of the traps have been installed in Kern, Kings, and Tulare, Fresno, Merced, and Madera counties.  
Trappers have installed 841 traps in Kern County, 317 in Tulare County, 1,170 in Kings County, 1063 in 
Fresno County, 25 in Madera County, and 825 in Merced County.  There are 55,885 acres of cotton in 
Kern County, 112,420 acres in Kings County, 20,515 acres in Tulare County, 102,700 acres in Fresno 
County, 1,090 acres in Madera County, and 52,080 acres in Merced County. The total for the San Joaquin 
Valley is 344,690 acres of cotton.  Final acreage numbers will be determined in August when trappers 
have had time to identify Pima and Upland cotton and calculate acres for each variety.  
 
 
Sacramento Valley
 

: 

The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in mid to late August. I have 
contacted all counties in northern cotton growing counties for locations of cotton and their acreage.  
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