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Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
 

 
Southern California: 

Native Pink Bollworm (PBW) captures remain at one, compared to 61 by the same time last year, and 159 
natives captured by the same time in 2009.  This is a 98.4% reduction in native captures compared to 2010 and 
a 99.4% reduction compared 2009. 
 
Sterile moth release rates have been recently adjusted.  According to Leighton Leisner of the Arizona Cotton 
Research and Protection Council, okra plantings in Imperial County and Riverside County are receiving 200 
moths per acre per day.  Pima cotton in Bard is receiving 300 moths per acre per day, and Bt cotton is receiving 
10 moths per acre per day.  A grand total of 60,342,200 sterile moths have been released to date.  A total of 
9,756 sterile moths were trapped this week.  The total number of sterile moths recaptured to date is 50,729. 
 
 
San Joaquin Valley
 

: 

All of the traps have been installed and nearly all have been numbered.  There are a total of 5,359 traps in 
the San Joaquin Valley. This is up 35.8% from the 3,947 traps in 2010.  The desert trap line has been set 
out and serviced twice.  This trap line consists of 36 traps placed at five mile intervals north and east of 
Mojave.  These traps provide documentation in the event of migration of pink bollworm from Southern 
California and Mexico.  
 
A total of 6,167,806 sterile moths were received and released this week, bringing the season total to 
73,607,065.  The Shafter Identification Lab examined 179 traps this week from San Joaquin Valley cotton, 
and identified 857 sterile moths. No native moths were found.  The Lab also examined 489 traps from 
Southern California cotton fields, containing 9,756 sterile moths and no native moths. 
 
 
Sacramento Valley
 

: 

The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin the week of August 8th through 
August 12th.  Sutter County reports 740 acres, down from 1,372 acres in 2010.  They have supplied the 
Pink Bollworm Program with maps of the cotton locations.  Colusa County has reported 915 acres, up 
from 694 acres of cotton planted in 2010.  They have provided a list of field locations by Township, Range, 
Section, and acres.  Glenn County will be providing acreage totals and maps of cotton locations by next 
week. 
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