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Pink Bollworm Activities

Southern California:

Native pink bollworm (PBW) moths have been captured at much lower levels in the Blythe/Palo
Verde Valley area of Riverside County in 2010 than in 2009. The total to date this week was 40
compared to 85 last year, a 53% drop. Imperial Valley and Bard/Winterhaven have trapped a total of
7 natives to date compared to 19 by the same time in 2009, an 83% drop.

The first cotton bloom in the Blythe/Palo Verde Valley area is expected next week. All the cotton
fields in the Blythe/Palo Verde Valley are palnted in Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis) cotton therefore, per
PBW Area-wide Eradication Program protocols sterile PBW moth releases have been scheduled to
start next week.

San Joaquin Valley:

Cotton mapping is nearly completed in all San Joaquin Valley Counties. A few fields will be revisited
to determine if cotton has been planted. Mapping crews will be taking part in placing PBW
pheromone rope® in cotton fields in Fresno County near Mendota next week. This is necessary due
to the high number of PBW natives caught in 2009 (321 adult moths).

Atotal of 12,487,253 sterile moths were released this week. This brings the season’s total released
to 35,055,610. The 124 early detection traps in place have detected 616 sterile Pink Bollworm
moths to date.

Sacramento Valley:

The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in mid to late August.



