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Week Ending May 22, 2010 
 
Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
Southern California: 
 
Agricultural Pest Control Specialist Larry Olagues traveled to the Imperial Valley to deliver the PBW 
Sterile Moth Ground Release Unit to the Brawley Pink Bollworm Program Headquarters.  While 
there, he demonstrated the operation of the unit to Agricultural Pest Control Supervisor Jodi 
Brigman.  The unit will serve to augment the aerial release of sterile pink bollworm moths over small 
okra plots in the Niland area of Imperial County.  This has been deemed necessary due to relatively 
high numbers of native PBW trapped in this area in 2009 and insufficient sterile to native ratios to 
control and prevent overwintering populations.  
 
San Joaquin Valley: 
 
Mapping is almost finished in all six counties.  Preparations for a pheromone rope® treatment in the 
Mendota area of Fresno County are nearing completion.  Agricultural Pest Control Specialist Larry 
Olagues has done an outstanding job of procuring all the necessary materials, working with the 
cotton growers whose fields will be treated, and coordinating with the Arizona Cotton Research and 
Protection Council to get their help and use their pheromone deployment equipment.    
 
There were a total of 12,069,182 sterile moths released this week.  This brings the season’s total 
released to 22,568,357.  The 124 early detection traps in place have detected no native Pink 
Bollworm moths. 
 
Sacramento Valley: 
 
The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in late August. 
 

 


