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Pink Bollworm Activities

Southern California:

Native Pink Bollworm (PBW) moth captures have been low so far. Only three have been found to date in
the highway lines in and around the Imperial Valley, compared to eight by the same time last year. Inthe
Blythe/Palo Verde Valley area of Riverside County, thirty-two have been found to date, compared to
thirty-six in 2009. Traps in Imperial County cotton have trapped only one compared to nine during the
same period last year.

Sterile moth releases have been made over cotton in the Bard-Winterhaven area of Imperial County and
all okra plantings in Riverside and Imperial Counties. To date, 3,650,000 have been released. Sterile
releases will begin over the Blythe/Palo Verde Valley when cotton reaches first bloom. This delay in
sterile moth releases is possible due to Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis) cotton being the only variety grown in
the Blythe/Palo Verde Valley.

San Joaquin Valley:

Preliminary cotton mapping is ongoing in Kern County. Mapping crews from the Shafter Office have
found fields in all stages of early development. They range from fields that have yet to be planted to
fields at the four leaf stage. Mapping in Fresno County should start next week.

There were no sterile moths released this week as sterile releases have been postponed for one week
due to cold weather and delayed planting. There are 46 early detection traps in place in Merced, Fresno,
Tulare, and Kern Counties. No native PBW moths have been detected. Heat units have just reached the
number necessary for beginning emergence in Kern County. There will not be sufficient heat units for
beginning emergence in Fresno and Merced Counties until next week.

Sacramento Valley:

The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in early September.
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