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Pink Bollworm Activities  
 
 
Southern California: 
 
Native Pink Bollworm captures continue to decrease in the Imperial Valley and Bard/Winterhaven area. There 
have been only 159 native moths captured to date, compared to 19,773 by the same time last year. That is a 
decrease of 99.2%. The total of 1,184 natives in the Blythe/Palo Verde Valley area is a decline of 99.1% 
compared to the 131,338 natives caught last year. Sterile moth releases continued with 4.3 million sterile 
moths released this week in the Imperial and Palo Verde Valleys. A grand total of 20.0 million sterile moths 
have been released to date. A total of 8,196 sterile moths were trapped this week. A total of 39,756 sterile 
moths have been recaptured this year.  
 
San Joaquin Valley: 
 
All Trappers and Field Supervisors attended a Trapping 
Orientation/Training Session on Tuesday in Visalia. Agricultural Pest 
Control Specialist, Larry Olagues presented the mandatory Heat 
Illness Prevention and Violence in the Workplace training. Senior 
Economic Entomologist, Daniel Keaveny gave a presentation 
including Phoenix Rearing Facility operations, Pink Bollworm 
Biology, and a review of the Trapping Manual. 

 

 
 
 

Phoenix Rearing Facility 
I di t 

 
Nearly all of the traps have been installed and the majority of the trappers were numbering their traps as 
they were serviced. A total of 9,031,511 sterile moths were received and released this week, bringing the 
season total to 79,812,399. The Shafter Identification Lab examined 141 traps this week and identified 
1,810 sterile moths in the Kern County Early Detection traps, 145 in Tulare County Early Detection traps, 
and no moths in Merced County Early Detection traps. No native pink bollworm moths have been found to 
date.  
 
Sacramento Valley: 
 
The latest heat unit projections indicate mapping and trapping will begin in early September.   
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