Palm | eafskeletonizer
[Homaledra sabalella (Chambers)

The palm leafskeletonizer is a recent invader in
southern California. This insect damages palms by feeding
on the leaves. The feeding damage first appears as dark brown
splotches on the leaf and continues until the leaf dries up and
dies. Only in rare cases will this feeding damage result in the
death of the palm.

This insect feeds exclusively-on palms, both native and
introduced. It has been found feeding on butia palm, coconut
palm, latania palm, true date palm, Canary Island date palm,
Senegal date palm, queen palm, Washingtonian palm, fishtail
palm, saw-palmetto, cabbage palmetto, and dwarf palmetto.

Adult palm leafskeletonizers are small moths (about %
inch long with a wingspan of % inch)-that are active mostly at
night. The female moths lay eggs on-newly developing palm
fronds. Upon hatching, a newly emerged larva will feed on the
palm leaf immediately: beneath the egg. When the leaf tissue
immediately beneath-the egg.is consumed, the larva spins a
silk web over fresh leaf tissue and continues to-feed under
the webbing. Colonies of palm leafskeletonizer larvae may
be comprised of small groups of larvae feeding on a leaflet. On

one frond, there may be 35-100 individuals. When the larvae,
complete their development, they form pupae beneath the

webbing. = After the approprlate amount of time, the adult
moths will emerge frem pupae, and the cycle begins again.
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‘Feeding damage on Phoenix palm. (Photo by R. Garrison) ',
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http://plant.cdfa.ca.gov/biocontrol/



