
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
GENERALITAT OF CATALONIA, THROUGH 

THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, 
LIVESTOCK, FISHERIES AND FOOD OF THE 

GOVERNMENT OF CATALONIA (KINGDOM OF 
SPAIN), 

AND 
THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE OF THE STATE OF 

CALIFORNIA OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries 
and Food (DARPA) of the Government of 
Catalonia (Kingdom of Spain), with prior 
authorization from the Government of the 
Generalitat of Catalonia for the signing of this 
Memorandum of Understanding, represented by its 
Secretary General, and the Department of Food 
and Agriculture of the State of California (CDFA) of 
the United States of America, hereinafter referred 
to as "the Participants," declare as follows: 

WHEREAS in 1986, the legislative bodies of both 
regions created a sister state relationship that 
created th e context for ongoing efforts to promote 
mutual understanding and practical collaboration 
on shared interests. 

WHEREAS in 2015, the executive branches of 
both governments signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding that furthered these efforts and 
identified key areas of collaboration, including 
advanced agriculture and food technology. 

WHEREAS 2026 serves as the 40th anniversary of 
the sister state relationship between Catalonia and 
California, the Participants recommit to sharing 
experiences and advancing solutions to common 
challenges in the agri-food sector and explori ng 
opportunities for farmers and ranchers in both 
regions. 

WHEREAS the Generalitat of Catalonia, in 
exercising its powers in agriculture, livestock, 
fishing, and food as granted by the Statute of 
Autonomy of Catalonia, carries out external action 
activities in these areas of competence, according 

MEMORANDUM D'ENTESA 
ENTRE L'ADMINISTRACIO DE LA 

GENERALITAT DE CATALUNYA, MITJANCANT 
EL DEPART AMENT D'AGRICUL TURA, 

RAMADERIA, PESCA I ALIMENTACIO DEL 
GOVERN DE CATALUNYA (REGNE 

D'ESPANYA), 
I 

EL DEPARTAMENT D'ALIMENTACIO I 
AGRICULTURA DE L'ESTAT 

DE CALIFORNIA DELS ESTATS UNITS 
D'AMERICA 

El Departament d'Agricultura, Ramaderia, Pesca i 
Alimentaci6 (DARPA) de la Generalitat de Catalunya 
(Regne d'Espanya), previa autoritzaci6 del Govern 
de la Generalitat de Catalunya per a la subscripci6 
d'aquest Memorandum d'Entesa, representat per la 
seva secretaria general, i el Departament 
d'Alimentaci6 i Agricultura de l'Estat de California 
(CDFA) dels Estats Units d'America, d'ara endavant 
denominats "els Participants", declaren el segoent: 

ATES QUE el 1986, els organs legislatius d'ambdues 
regions van crear una relaci6 d'estat germa que va 
crear el context per a esfor9os continus per promoure 
la comprensi6 mutua i la col·laboraci6 practica en 
interessos compartits. 

ATES QUE el 201 5, els poders executius d'ambd6s 
governs van signar un Memorandum d'Entesa que 
va impulsar aquests esfor9os i va identificar arees 
clau de col·laboraci6, inclosa l'agricultura avan9ada i 
la tecnolog ia alimentaria. 

ATES QUE el 2026 commemora el 40e aniversari de 
la relaci6 d'estats germans entre Catalunya i 
California, els participants reiteren el compromis de 
compartir experiencies i promoure solucions als 
reptes comuns del sector agroalimentari i explorar 
oportunitats per als agricultors i ramaders d'ambdues 
regions. 

ATES QUE la Generalitat de Catalunya, en exercici 
de les competencies en materia d'agricultura, 
ramaderia, pesca i alimentaci6 que Ii atribueix 
l'Estatut d'autonomia de Catalunya, desenvolupa 
actuacions d'acci6 exterior en aquests ambits 
comoetencials, d'acord amb la Llei 16/2014, de 4 de 



agri-food sector and explore opportunities for 
farmers and ranchers through initiatives focused 
particularly on, but not limited to, the following 
areas of cooperation: 

a) Adaptation of the agri-food sector to 
climate change through resilience and 
sustainability strategies, including climate­
smart agriculture tailored to specific 
territorial conditions. 

b) Technological innovation and digitalization 
across agri-food production, processing 
and marketing processes. 

c) Strengthening agri-food quality systems to 
enhance product standards and consumer 
trust. 

SECTION Ill 
Coordination 

The Participants respectively designate the Office 
of the Minister of DARPA and the Office of the 
Secretary of CDFA to establish the creation of an 
action plan to implement the objectives of this 
Memorandum of Understanding. 

SECTION IV 
Specific Activities 

Specific activities to achieve the objectives of this 
Memorandum of Understanding for the key sectors 
and initiatives identified in Section II may include: 

a) Technical meetings to exchange best 
practices, share knowledge, and provide 
mutual support on agri-food policy. 

b) In-person meetings held biennially, 
rotating between California and Catalonia, 
aimed at reviewing progress, discussing 
challenges, and opportunities, and 
conducting specialized site visits. 

c) Regular virtual follow-up meetings to 
ensure onaoina enaaaement, continuity, 

del sector agroalimentari i explorar oportunitats per a 
agricultors i ramaders a traves d'iniciatives centrades 
especialment, entre d'altres, en les seguents arees 
de cooperaci6: 

a) Adaptaci6 del sector agroalimentari al canvi 
climatic mitjanc;ant estrategies de resiliencia 
i sostenibilitat, incloent-hi una agricultura 
climaticament intel· ligent adaptada a les 
condicions territorials especffiques. 

b) lnnovaci6 tecnol6gica i digitalitzaci6 en els 
processos de producci6 i comercialitzaci6 
agroalimentaria, 

c) Enfortiment dels sistemes de qualitat 
agroalimentaria per millorar els estandards 
dels productes la confianc;a dels 
consumidors. 

SECCIO Ill 
Coordinaci6 

Els Participants designen respectivament el gabinet 
del Conseller del DARPA i l'Oficina del Secretari de 
CDFA per establir la creaci6 d'un pla d'acci6 per 
implementar els objectius d'aquest Memorandum 
d'Entesa. 

SECCIO IV 
Activitats Especifiques 

Les activitats especifiques per assolir els objectius 
d'aquest Memorandum d'Entesa per als sectors i 
iniciatives clau identificats a la Secci6 II poden 
incloure: 

a) Reunions tecniques per intercanviar les 
millers practiques, compartir coneixements i 
proporcionar suport mutu sabre polftica 
agroalimentaria. 

b) Reunions presencials celebrades 
biennalment, rotant entre California i 
Catalunya, destinades a revisar els 
progresses, discutir els reptes i les 
oportunitats, i realitzar vi sites 
especialitzades al lloc. 

c) Reunions virtuals de seguiment peri6diques 
per aarantir la oarticioaci6 continua, la 



FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Ms Karen Ross 
Secretary of the California Department of Food 

and A riculture 

PEL DEPART AMENT D'AGRICUL TURA, 
RAMADERIA, PESCA I ALIMENTACIO DE LA 
GENERALITAT DE CATALUNYA (REGNE 
D'ESPANYA) 

Per autoritzaci6 del conseller d'Agricultura, 
Ramaderia, Pesca i Alimentaci6 
(Resoluci6 de 5 d'agost de 2026) 

Sra. Cristina Massot 
Secretaria General 


