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Background 
The Sustainable California Grown Cannabis (SCGC) pilot study is a grant application process
administered by the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s (CDFA) Office of
Environmental Farming and Innovation (OEFI), funded through the CA General Fund. 
The grant will fund projects to develop best management practices (BMPs) for sustainable
outdoor cannabis cultivation. 

OEFI’s Vision Statement 
To be a trusted and valued resource for scientific analysis and 
support to stakeholders and state agencies in the development 
and implementation of economically viable agricultural 
practices that optimize environmental and public health. 



   

 

  
   

 
  

Primary Objectives 

 Identify, test, and promote BMPs which 
encourage environmentally sustainable 
practices in outdoor cannabis cultivation. 

Provide funding to incentivize licensed 
outdoor cannabis growers to participate in 
the collection of data to develop the BMPs 
and participate in demonstration projects. 



 
  

   
   

 
  

    

 

Funding & Deliverables 
• $7.5 million available 
• Project Grant Amounts: Not to exceed $2,500,000 
• Partnership with a minimum of 10 cultivators 
• Project Duration: Not to exceed 36 months 

 Demonstration projects & educational events 
 Quarterly reports and participation in workshops 
 Best Management Practices Manual (i.e., 3-year post

project outcome report) 
 Areas for future research 



Activity Tentative Dates 

Application period begins  November 7, 2022 

Applications due   December 30, 2022, by 5:00 p.m. PT 

Review of applications received January 2023 

Announcement of awards February 2023 

Execution of grant agreements  February - May 2023 

 Sustainable California Grown 
Cannabis Pilot Study Implementation 

   June 1, 2023 - June 30, 2026 
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Key Dates 
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moo M<D AGRICULTURE 

Sust.airia hie California Grown Ca riria his Pi lot Program 

Sustainable California Grown Cannabis Pilot 
Program 

The SCGC Pi lot Program is curre 11t ly accepting applications now through 
December 30, 2022 at 5 p.m. Pf. 

The Sus.ta I nab le Calif om la Grown Can nallis Pi lot Progm m {SCGC Pilot P,ogram) was Cl'eated to improve the state's access 

10 data re.lated 10 0111tdoo, cannah.scul~iva ·on to formulate l>est managem,rnt p,actices l hatcan he usoo bycul~ivators 

s.tat<'!Wlde. Orni of the primary goals of ,egulating can ria bls in California Is to help add,ess environ men ta I benelits arid 

coricems as.sooiated with its cu ltivation. F'orexample, g,reenhous.e gasemlsslon (GHG) reduct[on poten'tia l, sustainab le 

land use, soil health benefits, ecological health benefits., pestloide use, and ware, resource maoogement, are some of ~he 

many e,w ironment.al inte,esl'S associated with canna his agriou lt.u,e. 

Seoote Bill 170 (Sklnner, Budget Act or 2021, Chapter 240) inch1cled $9 million in funding to tile Ca lifornia Department of 

Food and Agrloultu re lCD A) to develop and adminicSter a Sustainable Californ[a Grown Cannahis [SCGq pilot swd'y. The 

program wlll f,u nd research tflat develops environ men-tally sustai riable best m;;i nagement pr;;ictices (BMPs) in, outdoor 
carina bis agrict1 lture_ u nding will also be proYtde<l to inoentivfLe l ic:ense<l legacy outdoor can Ila ills growers to 

participate in th.e oollectloo of data to benchmark BMPs. TIie study wil l focus on sustainable watesr arid e,1ergy use; pest 

management a,1d fertitl~er pract[c:es; a ndl overal I ecological health. App lica nt:s may focus on specific practic:es associate<! 

with one or mo,e or these areas. 

fundling a11d Duration 

CD A will award up to $7.5 million, to eligible orgariiia: ·ans. 

i.!'.j Sign Up for the Sustainable Californ ia 
Grown Cannabis Pi lot Program 

Updates 

~ I Sign Up for the ScGC Pilot Program 

Maili 11g 11.ist. 

Em al l Addl't!!SS + 

Enter email 

First Name 

Enter your lirst name 

l.a.stNa111e, 

Enter your la~t name 

''''' A Ari esmall notice will be sent to yo u. Plea1.e 

respond to ~he mes.sage to confirm your 

su bscriptlon. 

E: Program Status 

OPEN 
The SCGC Pi, lot Program is accepting app!lcations 

riow thm !' -mber30 2022 .m. P 

SCGC Website & 
Resources 
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/scgc/ 

Mailing List Subscription 

Request for Grant Application 

Budget Worksheet 

Application Portal 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/scgc/


    

   
   

 
 

 

  
 
 

Eligibility 
Resource 

Conservation 
Districts 
(RCDs) 

CA Public 
and Private 
Universities 

Non-profit 
organizations 

501(c) 

Federally- and 
CA-Recognized 

Native American 
Indian Tribes 

• Must have demonstrated expertise in cannabis cultivation or the practices proposed
for study 

• Lead applicants are encouraged to partner with groundwater sustainability agencies,
cannabis growers, irrigation districts, and/or water quality coalitions 

• California-based entities 



     

   

  

   

    

 

    

✓-
✓-
✓-
✓-

Awardee Requirements 
• Partner with a minimum of 10 licensed outdoor 

cultivators* 

• Quantify proposed BMP benefit in CO2e reduction
when applicable 

• Include at least 1 demonstration project 

• Applicant may be the lead applicant for only one
grant application 

• Multiple organizations can partner on a single application 

• Must participate in quarterly workshops 

*Interested farmers may email CannabisAg@cdfa.ca.gov to be considered for partnerships with grant recipients. 

mailto:CannabisAg@cdfa.ca.gov


 
 

 
 

  

Program Restrictions 

TOTAL REIMBURSEMENT TO UNLICENSED CULTIVATORS 
A SINGLE CULTIVATOR MUST MAY NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
NOT EXCEED $25,000/YEAR THE PROGRAM AT ANY TIME 



        
   

         

      

          

Priority Funding 
CDFA will factor participation with the following cultivator groups into the 
technical review scoring criteria: 

Socially Disadvantaged farmers as defined in the 2017 Farmer Equity Act 

Priority Populations as identified in the CA Air Resources Board Mapping tool 

Cannabis Equity Businesses as approved as such by the Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) 
or relevant local authority 
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Budget Worksheet 
Itemize all allowable costs related to project by category: 

•Equipment/Supplies 

•Labor 

•Travel Expense 

•Other 

Must be consistent with project proposal 

See Request for Grant Applications for a list of allowable &
unallowable costs 

58 



 

 
 

 

    
 

Review and Evaluation Process 
• Administrative Review 

• Incomplete applications 
• Activities outside grant duration 
• Unallowable costs or activities 
• Requests more than max award 
• Does not meet eligibility/program requirements 

• Technical Review 
• Inter-agency technical review with a focus on

scoring criteria outlined in RGA 



Scoring Categories 

Category Maximum Points 

 

   

Statement of Qualifications 30 
Prioritization of Collaboration with Cannabis 

15Cultivators 

Workplan 35 
Budget 20 
Total 100 



 
 

  
 

   
 

  

   

How To Apply 

Online Application 
Platform 

Applicants will access 
the application portal 

from the SCGC 
webpage 

Log in to access 
application and 

submit 

Have questions during the application submittal window? 

Questions Received By: Responses Provided By: 

November 23, 2022 December 2, 2022 



 

 
  

  
 

   

Notification & Feedback 
All applicants will be notified regarding the
status of their grant applications 
• Successful applicants will receive specific

instructions regarding the award process 
• Applicants not selected for funding may 

request feedback within 60 days after
receiving notification 

CDFA will post an updated list of awarded projects on SCGC webpage 



   

Recipient Information 

Grant Project Payment Reporting Critical Project 
Agreement Implementation Process Review 



 Q&A + 
Comments 
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