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1. Would expansion of current weeping walls (for example, adding cells) be eligible? 
No, expansion of a current weeping wall system would not be eligible for AMMP (or Dairy 
Plus). Proposals would need to be for a new manure management practice. The Benefits 
Calculator Tool is also not able to quantify weeping wall separation based on the 
number of cells in the system (or a change to that system). 
 

2. Are cover and flare systems for manure ponds eligible for funding through the Alternative 
Manure Management Program? 
No – the practices eligible for funding through the AMMP encourage handling and 
storing manure in a dry form, and include pasture-based management, alternative 
manure treatment and storage (compost bedded pack barns, slatted floor pit storage), 
solid separation of manure solids prior to entry into a wet/anaerobic environment in 
conjunction with a treatment and/or storage practice for the separated solids, or 
conversion of flush to scrape manure collection system in conjunction with a treatment 
and/or storage practice for the collected solids, as described in the RGA, pages 6-9. 
 

3. Do you expect the 2024 grant timeline to be similar to the 2023, or will the process start 
earlier in 2024? 
We anticipate the 2024 round of grant solicitations to open a little earlier in the year 
compared to the 2023 timeline, but timelines are always subject to change. 
 

4. Is it possible to start working on a proposed system with activities/costs not included in the 
project budget? If so, are there any limitations in these pre-project activities? Are there 
specific activities (still necessary for the implementation of the project but not included in 
the budget worksheet) that are not allowed? For example, can they include 
construction, supplies, equipment, labor? 
Applicants can begin pre-development activities such as those that may increase 
project readiness (examples – submitting permit applications, obtaining design or 
engineering documents). If occurring prior to or at time of application, those items would 
generally not be included in the proposal’s Budget Worksheet. CDFA cannot reimburse 
costs incurred outside of a grant agreement term (for example, prior to application 
submission or during application review). Currently, there is no guidance on what types of 
pre-project activities that are allowed. If pre-project/pre-development activities include 
major components of manure management being captured by the Benefits Calculator 
Tool but are occurring prior to the project term, there may be question on whether those 
GHG reductions can be accounted for or accepted in a proposal. 

 

  

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/ammp/docs/2023_AMMP_RGA.pdf
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AMMP/Dairy Plus Questions (see also Dairy Plus Program) 

5. Will the score of an AMMP project include the benefits resulting from the Dairy Plus 
Program component? If AMMP and Dairy Plus Program projects are scored separately, 
would a low AMMP score for what will be only a part of the improvements planned for a 
dairy impact the opportunity to access the Dairy Plus Program funding?
For those applying for both a new 2023 AMMP project and 2023 Dairy Plus Program 
funding, the AMMP portion of the application will be scored separately from the Dairy Plus 
Program portion, which aligns with the application guidance to keep the components 
and practices for each application as distinct as possible. As the AMMP portion of a 
comprehensive proposal will be ranked amongst other AMMP only projects (which helps 
ensure AMMP only applicants are not disadvantaged either), this is not anticipated to 
have a large impact on access to Dairy Plus Program funding.

6. If a dairy applies for AMMP and Dairy Plus Program, but does not get awarded the AMMP 
grant, will they lose the whole project including the Dairy Plus Program opportunity?Yes, at 
this time, if the new AMMP or DDRDP proposal does not rank high enough to be 
awarded, consequentially the Dairy Plus Program portion would also not be awarded. 
Dairy Plus Program funding is linked to and leverages AMMP or DDRDP funds, and the 
project should be in addition to and building on the AMMP or DDRDP component.

7. Does a dairy's financial strength significantly affect whether or not they are selected for 
the AMMP / Dairy Plus Program grants? In other words, are dairies with negative amounts 
on their tax returns less likely to be awarded for the AMMP & Dairy Plus Program grants?
Financial review to assess an operation’s financial soundness and likely ability to fund 
upfront costs while waiting for reimbursement, as well as sustain the project through and 
beyond the grant term, occurs for the AMMP or DDRDP portions of a proposal – this 
makes up 5 points within the Budget and Financials section. Operations can also choose 
to submit more than tax returns to provide a fuller picture. Please note, project partners 
must not have filed for bankruptcy in the past five years.

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/dairyplus/

