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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA)
CALIFORNIA ORGANIC PRODUCTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (COPAC)
September 23, 2015
Meeting Minutes
2800 Gateway Oaks, Sacramento, CA

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT CDFA

Garff Hathcock lone Conlan Marcee Yount
Sandra Schmaier Melody Meyer Jenny Lester Moffitt
Bridget Montesanti Steve DeMuri Rick Jensen

Patrick Kennelly Thomas Azwell Danny Lee

Blake Alexandre Sean Swezey David Carlson
David Will Steven Sherman Paul Collins
Mindee Jeffery Thomas Chapman Scott Renteria
Stacy Carlsen Laurel Rudolph
Patrick Baur INTERESTED PARTIES Mayze Fowler-Riggs
Karen Klonsky Deb Murdock- PEPA

John Ashby- CNP

ITEM1: ROLL CALL

The Committee was called to order at 10:05 am by Mr. Danny Lee, State Organic
Program (SOP). Roll was called, and a quorum was established.

ITEM 2: PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS

Mr. Lee presented resolutions to those members who will be terming out on October 31,
2015.

ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

MOTION: Mr. Danny Lee moved to approve the May 6, 2015, meeting minutes as
submitted. Mr. Garff Hathcock seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, with no
abstentions.

MOTION: Mr. Danny Lee moved to approve the August 17, 2015, meeting minutes as
submitted. Mr. David Will seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, with no
abstentions.

Due to the absence of the Committee Chair and the Vice Chair, and the order of the
agenda, Mr. Lee made the motion to pass the previous meeting minutes.
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ITEM 4: ELECTIONS

Mr. Lee opened the floor for nominations for both Committee Chair and Vice Chair.

Ms. Karen Klonsky nominated Ms. Melody Meyer for Chair.

MOTION: Ms. Karen Klonsky moved to approve Ms. Melody Myer as Committee Chair,
Mr. Garff Hathcock seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, with no
abstentions.

Ms. Klonsky nominated Garff Hathcock as Committee Vice Chair.

MOTION: Ms. Karen Klonsky moved to approve Mr. Garff Hathcock as Committee Vice
chair. Ms. Mindee Jeffery seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, with no
abstentions.

Mr. Hathcock then asked the committee to introduce themselves.

ITEM 5: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE

Mr. Patrick Kennelly provided a California Department of Public Health (CDPH) update.
He reported that 2,618 registrants are currently registered with CDPH. There were
twelve complaints in the first eight months of 2015: eight of those complaints have been
substantiated, two have been unsubstantiated; and two are still open. The majority of
those complaints have come from organic claims from uncertified operations, lack of
certifications, and false labeling.

ITEM 6: STATE ORGANIC PROGRAM REPORTS

I.  Vacancy and Terms

Ms. Laurel Rudolph provided the vacancy report. Vacancies include: three producers;
six producer alternates; one wholesale alternate; one processor; two processor
alternates; one retail representative; one environmental representative; one
environmental representative alternate; two technical representatives; two technical
representative alternates; one consumer representative; and two consumer
representative alternates.

Members whose terms will be expiring October 31, 2015, and are not eligible for
reappointment are: Mr. Blake Alexandre; Ms. lone Conlan; Mr. Steve DeMuri: Mr.
Thomas Azwell; Mr. Sean Swezey; Ms. Karen Klonsky; and Ms. Sandra Schmaier.

Il.  Revenue from Registration

Mr. Scoit Renteria provided an overview of the SOP revenue from registrations. The
revenue for the beginning of the 2015/16 Fiscal Year (FY) is $251,606. This number
reflects those who have paid their registration and does not include any outstanding
applications. The total projected amount for the 2015/16 FY is over $1.3 million.
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fll. New Registrations

Mr. Renteria provided an overview of new registrant demographics. The total number of
new registrations as of August 2015 is 337. The vast majority of the new registrants are
producers, followed by handlers, processors, and then retailers. As of August 15, 2015
the SOP has a total of 3,893 registrants.

The committee asked to see a breakdown of new registrations by commodity in the next
New Registrations report.

IV. Complaints

Mr. Renteria provided an overview of the complaint activity for the months of September
11, 2014 to September 11, 2015. At that time, the California Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA) received a total of 84 complaints. Of those 84 complaints: 10 were
open for over 120 days; 1 was open for 80-120 days; 10 were open for 60-80 days; 3
were open for 30-60 days; 7 were open for less than 30 days; and 53 complaints were
closed.

Of the complaints that came into the CDFA: 35 of those were assigned to a County
Agricultural Commissioner; 22 were assigned to the SOP; 11 were referred to the
CDPH; 12 were referred to Accredited Certifying Agents; 2 were referred to the Organic
Input Material Program; and 1 was referred fo the National Organic Program.

V. Appeals
Mr. Renteria provided the SOP Appeals Status Report for the 2014/15 FY. As of June
30, 2015, the SOP has not logged any appeals.

VI. Residue Analysis

Mr. Renteria provided the Residue Analysis report for the 2015/16 FY. So far for the first
two months of the FY, 27 samples have been collected. The majority of the samples
were collected as part of the SOP’s surveillance. Samples that were taken on July 5,
2015 were a result of an investigation.

VII. State Organic Program Fund Condition

Mr. Lee provided the SOP 2014/15 Fund Condition. As of June 20, 2015 the beginning
balance was $2,973,326 million. Total revenue was $1,415,014 million and the total
expenditures were $1,283,353 million.

As of June 20, 2015 the programs total reserve is $3,104,987 million.

VIl Fiscal Year 2015/ 2016 Proposed Budget

Mr. L.ee provided the proposed 2015/16 FY budget. As of June 30, 2015 the

expenditures for Personal Services for the 2014/15 FY was $498,809, and the proposed
expenditures for Personal Services for the 2015/16 FY are $650,232. The expenditures
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for Operating Expenses & Equipment for the 2014/15 FY was $309,840, and the
proposed expenditures for Operating Expenses & Equipment for the 2015/16 FY are
$785,405. The total program costs for the 2014/15 FY was $1,161,985. The total
program budget for the 2014/15 FY is $ 1,147,465, with the total revenue being
$1,415,014. The proposed program budget for the 2015/16 FY is $1,692,567, and the
proposed revenue for the 2015/18 FY is $1,375,000.

ITEM 7: TRANSITIONAL ORGANIC CERTIFICATION

Mr. Lee discussed the Transitional Organic Cerification (TOC). The definition of
transitional is: growers who are transitioning their crops and/or land from non-organic to
organic. The USDA requires a three-year time period of transition before a grower may
be certified as organic.

Mr. Lee stated that he contacted the National Organic Program (NOP) and expressed
the SOP’s concerns on the use of TOC’s. It was agreed that until there was a
resolution, the SOP would refer any complaints regarding TOC's to the NOP, and
review those complaints on a case by case basis.

California Food and Ag Code states that it is unlawful to use the term “Transitional
Organic”. There was some discussion regarding “Transitional Organic” claims and the
committee is asking the SOP for additional enforcement.

Some organic certifiers are working to create a certification for those who are
transitioning to organic.

After much discussion regarding transitional organics the committee decided to make a
motion to ask the SOP to increase enforcement and look into any regulation change
that may need to be made to clarify statue.

MOTION: Mr. Blake Alexandre moved to ask the State Organic Program to increase
their enforcement regarding “Transitional Organic” claims as the Food and Ag Code
states in Sec. 46024(h), and fo investigate if any regulation change is necessary.
Ms. Mindee Jeffery seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous, with no
abstentions.

ITEM 8: REPORT ON CALIFORNIA ORGANIC INDUSTRY

There was also some discussion regarding California Certified Organic Farmers’
(CCOF) California Organics Review Report, and their plan fo stop the SOP from
charging a registration fee and creating a redundancy of documentation requirements.
After much conversation regarding what the Committee could do to help the SOP, the
Committee then asked for a motion to officially show their support to the SOP,

MOTION: Mr. Garff Hathcock moved to give the SOP the Committees full support in
opposing CCOF’s plan to eliminate the SOP’s fees and the documentation
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requirements. Mr. Blake Alexandre seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous,
with no abstentions.

The Committee decided to create a subcommittee to discuss some of the ways they
could support the SOP. Those members who have volunteered to join the
subcommittee are; Blake Alexandre as Chair, Mindee Jeffery, Stacey Carlson, Melody
Meyer, Garff Hathcock, Bridgett Montesanti.

ITEM 9: NEW ITEMS

The topic of Huanglongbing (HLB) disease, also known as citrus greening disease was
discussed. HLB is a bacterial plant disease that destroys citrus trees. HLB is carried by
the Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP), an insect that feeds on the leaves and stems of the
citrus trees, and in turn infects the trees with HLB.

To combat the HLB and ACP, multiple counties throughout California have been put
under quarantine, Southern California is treating all the infected counties at the same
time.

Ms. Jenny Lester Moffitt, with the Department of Food and Agriculture, announced to
the Committee that Secretary Ross has approved the GMO testing project, and will start
moving forward to implement the project.

ITEM 10: PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment

ITEM 11: NEXT MEETING/AGENDA ITEMS

The next meeting will be held January, 2015 in Monterey, CA. during the Eco Farm
Conference.

ITEM 12: ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Mr. Blake Alexandre moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:46; Mr. Patrick Baur
seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously, with no abstentions.

Respectfully submitted by:

WA

S

Danny Lee, Supervising Special Invéstigator
State Organic Program




