CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
FOOD & AGRICULTURE

Jf Karen Ross, Secretary

March 11, 2015

NOTICE TO INDUSTRY

Fertilizer Manufacturers, Distributors, and Organic Certifiers

The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is pleased to announce the Feed,
Fertilizer, and Livestock Drugs Regulatory Services (FFLDRS) Branch’s Organic Input Material
(OIM) program received word last week it has been accredited to the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO) 17065 requirements. The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) - Agriculture Marketing Services accreditation confirms the CDFA’s OIM program is a
reputable third party entity capable of evaluating OIMs that are to be used in organic crop and
food production. USDA - NOP’s Policy Memo 11-4 specifies agents may recognize reviews
conducted by other certifying agents, the Environmental Protection Agency, and ISO 17065
(formerly 1SO Guide 65) accredited material evaluation programs reviewing products for
compliance to NOP regulations.

Fertilizing materials distributed in California that are suitable for use as an OIM must be
registered with CDFA. In order to be registered as an OIM, CDFA must review the product and
determine that it meets USDA - National Organic Program (NOP) standards. The program
currently has reviewed and approved over 1,200 OIMs for use in California; the public may
check of the status of any fertilizing product by accessing the programs web site at
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/ffldrs/fertilizer_ OIM.html. A list of approved products is also
available on the program’s website.

In 2010, the State of California passed legislation establishing the OIM program within the
CDFA'’s Fertilizing Material Inspection Program (FMIP). The legislation was designed to
address concerns about integrity of fertilizing materials marketed for use in certified organic
growing. The OIM program is mandated to perform a review of each OIM label to ensure
nutrient guarantees and claims are scientifically feasible and meet the USDA - NOP standards.
In addition, the law made it a crime to adulterate OIMs and established that violators may be
subject to fines and license revocations. The law further stipulates that OIM manufacturers shall
be inspected a minimum of once yearly to validate label nutrient guarantees, claims, and
compliance with NOP standards. In accordance with the Food and Agricultural Code, OIM
products cannot be distributed in California unless it is registered with the CDFA. As of January
1, 2012 all enforcement, regulatory, and administrative functions of the OIM program were fully
implemented by the OIM program.



Inspection and compliance aspects of the program are essential to ongoing ISO accreditation.
CDFA investigators inspect OIM producers within California and adjacent states. CDFA has
recently contracted with an 1SO accredited entity, Ecocert ICO, LLC, to assist the CDFA in
inspecting facilities beyond California’s borders.
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QAD 1012 Certificate

California Departiment of Food and Agriculture
Organic Input Material Program

2800 Gateway Oaks Drive
Sacramento, California, U.S.A.

The management system of the above organization meets the requirements prescribed in the
ISO/TEC 17065: 2012( E), Conformily assessment - Requirements for bodies certifying products,
processes and services.

The organization may undertake product certification in accordance
with the requirements of the standards and scope detailed below.
STANDARDS

7 CFR Part 205 National Organic Program, Final Rule,
dated December 21, 2000, as amended

SCOPE
NOP: Input Material Review for Organic Crops (excluding pesticides)

Certificate No:  0G4216ADA Michael E. Lopez, Program Manager
Issue Date: January 29, 2015 Quality Assessment Division
Renewal Date:  January 29, 2019 Livestock, Poultry and Sezd Program

Agricultural Marketing Service

This certificate is receivable by all officers of all courts of the United States as prima fascia evidence of the truth of the statements therein contained.
This certificate does not excuse failure to comply with any of the regulatory laws enforced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture {Rev. 04.05.04).
To confirm the validity of this Certificate, please see the Cfficial Listing at -/ fwww ams nsda.gov/lsisobsprogram.

The USDA prohibits discrimination in all its progr: and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genstic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of
an individual’s income is derived from any public assistarce program (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).
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The CDFA looks forward to working with industry and accredited certifying agents to continue
to ensure all California registered OIM products used in an organic system meet USDA - NOP
regulations. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the program manager,
Dr. Dale Woods at (916) 900-5022.

Sincerely,

/Mé/ﬁ

Amadou Ba, Environmental Program Manager 11
Feed, Fertilizer, and Livestock Drugs Regulatory Services Branch



