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DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
DIVISION OF MEASURMENT STANDARDS 

 
The Department has illustrated changes to the original text in the following manner: 

 
Proposed additions are 

Proposed deletions are strikethrough 
underlined 

Amendments to the original proposed text are double underlined 
 Deletions to the proposed text are double strikethrough 

 

Chapter 9, Article 1. General Provisions 

4402. Requirement for Zero-Load Balance Condition. The weighing system shall provide a 
means to indicate that the system is in a zero-load balance condition prior to each weighment.  
This indication must be verified by the deputy weighmaster prior to the vehicle entering onto the 
load-receiving element.  

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027, 12107, and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Sections 12107 and12500, Business and Professions Code. 

4403. Legally Relevant Data. Information necessary to complete a weighmaster certificate and 
that is used as a basis of payment for the transaction. Information includes, but is not limited to 
the final results of the weighment, gross weight, net weight, tare, stored tare, worksheets, other 
weighmaster certificates, photographs, analysis of materials, and any other records that are 
used to determine the basis of payment. 

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027, 12107, and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Sections 12715 and 12716, Business and Professions Code. 

Chapter 9, Article 12. Unattended Weighing Systems 

(a) 

4996. Application.   

 

This Article shall apply to unattended systems weighing any vehicle moving construction 
materials, including, but not limited to, earth, stone, rock, sand, gravel, limestone, ready 
mixed concrete, cementitious materials, recycled construction materials, or asphalt 
paving materials used to issue a weighmaster certificate to buyers who opt to utilize the 
unattended system. 

(b) 

 

In addition to the requirements of this Chapter, unattended weighing systems shall meet 
the requirements of Chapter 1, sections 4000, 4001, and 4002 for applicable selection, 
installation, use, and maintenance requirements.   

(c) 

(c) This Article does not apply to: 

This Article does not apply to palletized rock, decorative rock, pavers, landscaping 
materials and products not being used for construction purposes. 
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(1)  Weighing systems where a human weighmaster or deputy weighmaster actions are 
required to accept and complete the weighing transaction, and  

(2)  Determining the weight of palletized rock, decorative rock, pavers, landscaping 
materials and products not being used for construction purposes. 

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027, 12107, and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Sections 12500, 12500.5, and 12737, Business and Professions Code. 

(a) 

4996.1 Definitions. – As used in this article:     

 

“Unattended weighing system” Means an automated system not directly under the 
supervision of a weighmaster that meets the approval, testing, and sealing requirements 
of Sections 12717 and 12500.5, Business and Professions Code and is intended to be 
operated by the vehicle driver.  

(b) 

 

“Deputy Weighmaster” means the person employed or designated by the principal 
weighmaster to act on their behalf.  In the case of an unattended weighing system, the 
weighing system serves as the deputy weighmaster. 

(c) 

 

“Zero-load balance” means a representation of zero on the indicator when there is no 
load on the load-receiving element. 

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027, 12107, 12500.5, and 12735, Business and Professions 
Code.  Reference:  Sections 12500, 12500.5, and 12737, Business and Professions Code. 

(a) 

4996.2. Conditions of Use. The following conditions apply to the use of an unattended 
weighing system: 

 

Zero-balance condition. The unattended weighing system shall provide a means to 
indicate that the system is in a zero-load balance condition and ready for use.  This 
indication shall be visible to the driver prior to the vehicle entering onto the load-
receiving element.  The unattended weighing system shall not complete a weighing 
operation if: 

1. 

 

The scale is not at a zero-load balance at the start of the weighment (no load on 
the scale). 

2. 

 

The indicating element is unable to automatically reset the zero-load balance 
when there is no load on the load-receiving element.  

(b) 

 

Position of vehicle.  The unattended weighing system shall have sufficient gates, 
sensors or other automatic means to prohibit a weighment unless the entire vehicle rests 
on the load-receiving element.  The unattended weighing system shall not record a 
weighment when it determines that the vehicle is not correctly positioned on the scale. 



3 
 

(c) Indication and recording elements. The unattended weighing system shall be 
equipped with an onsite recording element, and either; 1) an audio and visual, or 2) a 
visual an indicating element that is visible communicates the status of the weighing 
process 

 

to the operator (driver) of the vehicle.  The recording element shall print the 
weighmaster certificate at the end of the weighment. For systems equipped with the 
capability to issue an electronic receipt, the customer may be given the option to receive 
the weighmaster certificate electronically, e.g., via cell phone, computer, etc.  

(d) 

 

Records security. The unattended weighing system shall be designed with a means to 
secure, maintain, and provide true copies of weighmaster certificates in either hard copy 
or electronic formats.  All legally relevant data shall be stored and adequately protected 
against accidental or intentional changes. 

(e) 

 

Access for testing and inspection of records. The unattended weighing system shall 
be designed with a means to access all records, and with the capability to print records 
for the purpose of inspection.  Contact information for the principal weighmaster shall be 
posted at the location to facilitate compliance with this requirement. 

(f) 

 

Tare capability. The unattended weighing system shall be designed with one or more of 
the following tare mechanisms: 

1. 

 

Semi-automatic  tare mechanism (load balanced automatically following a single 
operation initiated by the operator (driver));   

2. Pre-set tare; tare that is stored in the system memory for recall at a later time and 
used for multiple weighments and is valid; 

 

unless the actual tare of the vehicle 
and/or trailer(s) has been altered. 

A. 

  

For up to ten (10) transactions or seven (7) days after it is established, 
whichever comes first; or  

B. Unless the actual tare of the vehicle and/or trailer(s) has been altered. 

The weighmaster certificate shall note the fact that a “stored tare” or “recalled 
tare” weight is being used. The system shall be capable of notifying the driver 
that a new stored tare is required to be established prior to the next gross weight 
determination.  Failure to establish a mandated tare reweigh will prohibit the 
issuance of a subsequent weighmaster certificate using the stored tare” or 
“recalled tare” until a tare reweigh has been accomplished. 

3. Manually entered by the driver into the system.  The weighmaster certificate shall 
note the fact that “manual tare” weight is being used.  
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4. Predetermined tares; if a predetermined tare is used, the system shall be 
capable of receiving all information required under Article 3. of this chapter and 
indicate on the certificate that a predetermined tare was used. 

 
(g) Prohibited operations. The unattended weighing system shall not complete a weighing 

operation under the following conditions:  
 

1. The unattended weighing system is designed to produce a printed ticket and one 
cannot be generated, e.g., if there is no paper in the printer. 
 

2. The system loses communication or power, no weighing will be allowed until the 
system is reset; i.e., either manually or by other means returned to its normal 
operating condition. 

 
3. The gross weight is above legal highway limits of 80,000 lb. 

 
(h) California Type Evaluation Program Certificate of Approval.  California Type 

Evaluation Program (CTEP) or National Type Evaluation Program (NTEP) evaluated and 
approved components may be used as part of an unattended weighing system.  The 
installation and use of unattended weighing systems or separable indicating elements 
and software controlling the metrological functions of the unattended weighing system 
shall be evaluated and approved by the CTEP.  
 

(i) Posting of weighmaster license.  A copy of the current weighmaster license must be 
posted or continuously displayed and available at the location of the unattended 
weighing system.  The system’s unique identification number shall be listed on the 
license as the deputy weighmaster.  

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027, 12107, and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Sections 12500, 12500.5, 12716, and 12737, Business and Professions Code. 

4996.3. Certificate and records requirements. 

(a)  When an unattended weighing system is being used for weighments, the words 
“Unattended Weighing System” shall be included on the weighmaster certificate. The 
weighmaster certificate shall identify the principal weighmaster’s name as it appears on 
the license and the unique system identification number in lieu of the deputy 
weighmaster’s name as required in Business and Professions Code Section 12715 (c). 

This requirement is in addition to any other information required by the California 
Business and Professions Code, Division 5, Chapter 7. 

(b) For the purposes of this regulation, records include synchronized photographs or video 
of the tractor, trailers, license plates, the commodity being weighed, and any others 
necessary to document the transaction.  Failure to maintain legible video, photographs, 
etc., would be a violation of Business and Professions Code Section 12716. 
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Authority cited:  Sections 12027, 12107, and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Sections 12715, 12716, and 12737, Business and Professions Code. 

4996.4. Specifications. 

(a) Tare.  An unattended weighing system shall be designed to automatically clear from its 
memory any indicated tare value between transactions (i.e., printing the weighmaster 
certificate).  This does not prohibit the use of stored tares assigned to vehicles or trailers 
that are on the scale for a new weighment. 
 

(b) Additional Markings requirements:   In addition to the applicable marking 
requirements in Chapter 1, Sections 4000, 4001, and 4002, an unattended weighing 
system shall be conspicuously and permanently marked or continuously displayed to the 
driver with the following information: 
 

1. “For unattended vehicle weighing applications only” or similar statement for an 
unattended weighing system.  For systems that can operate in both attended and 
unattended modes, a statement such as “For unattended vehicle weighing 
applications only” shall be visible. 
 

2. Operator (driver) instructions and activated controls on the system or through the 
driver’s use of electronic equipment communicating with the system shall be 
clearly and conspicuously identified. 

 
3. The contact information and business hours of the principle weighmaster for 

inspection and testing, or for reporting.  
 

4. California Type Evaluation Program (CTEP) Certificate of Approval number or a 
corresponding CTEP addendum number, using the terms “CTEP TA” or “CTEP 
Approval”  followed by the word “number,” “No.” or “#.” 

The required information shall be located so that it is readily observable without the 
necessity of disassembly of the system requiring the use of any means separate for the 
system. 

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027, 12107, and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Sections 12500, 12500.5, and 12737, Business and Professions Code. 

4996.5 License fees when updated to include unattended weighing systems.   
Weighmasters that wish to change operations to include unattended weighing systems will be 
required to pay additional fees consistent with Business and Professions Code Section 12737.   

(a) License fees - At the time the change is made, and regardless of the number of months 
remaining for the license year, the Weighmaster shall pay to the Department an 
additional amount of: 
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1. One hundred twenty-five dollars ($125) if the weighmaster is operating at a fixed 
location. 
 

2. Forty-five dollars ($45) for each additional fixed location the weighmaster is 
operating. 

 
3. One hundred dollars ($100) if the weighmaster is operating at other than a fixed 

location. 
 

4. Thirty dollars ($30) for each deputy weighmaster. 

(b) Weighmasters using a combination of unattended weighing systems and attended 
weighing systems shall pay to the Department the fees set forth in Business and 
Professions Code 12737.   

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027 and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Section 12737, Business and Professions Code. 

4996.6 Additional requirements. 

(a)  There shall be visible to the sealer and/or to the operator (driver), contact information of 
the responsible party in case the unattended weighing system fails to operate properly 
(e.g., failures of hardware, software, printer, etc.) 

(b) The weighmaster is responsible for ensuring that the unattended weighing system is 
capable of voiding an incorrect weighmaster certificate and then issuing a corrected 
certificate. This requirement shall be verified as part of the unattended weighing 
system’s  type evaluation required by Business and Professions Code 12500.5. 

(c)  If the operator (driver) makes an error entering any information that is necessary for the 
transaction, e.g., tare, causing an incorrect certificate to be generated, the operator 
(driver) must make corrections upon recognition of the error.  It is unlawful for a driver to 
manipulate a tare so as to facilitate fraud. 

(d)  Also see Chapter 1, Sections 4000, 4001, and 4002 for applicable selection, installation, 
use, and maintenance requirements. 

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 12027, and 12735, Business and Professions Code.  
Reference: Sections 12716.5, 12719, and 12737, Business and Professions Code. 

 

 


