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QC - 15 - 12 
DISCARD:  RETAIN  

TO: WEIGHTS AND MEASURES OFFICIALS  

 

SUBJECT: Federal Trade Commission 16 CFR Parts 500 and 502 - Rules, Regulations, Statements of 
General Policy or Interpretation and Exemptions Under the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act 

 
Enclosed is a copy of the Federal Trade Commission’s (FTC) recently released final ruling on amendments to 
the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act (FPLA). These changes will take effect on December 17, 2015. The 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is working with the National Conference of Weights and 
Measures (NCWM) Laws and Regulations Committee and the Packaging and Labeling Subcommittee to make 
amendments to NIST Handbook 130.   
 
Commodities under FTC jurisdiction include soaps and detergents, cleaning compounds, laundry supplies, 
cleaning devices, food wraps, paper products, waxes and polishes, household supplies, containers, air 
fresheners and deodorizers, adhesives and sealants, and cordage. Contact the FTC for an opinion if you are 
unable to determine if an item is covered. See below for a summary of the changes: 

 Modernize the place-of-business listing requirement, i.e., the responsibility declaration.   
o The previous law allowed for businesses to omit the street address if the business was listed in 

a current city or telephone directory.   
o The new law allows for a business to omit the street address if it is listed in any readily 

accessible, well-known, widely published, and publicly available resource, including but not 
limited to a printed directory, electronic database, or Web site. 

 Section 500.19(a) currently contains an incomplete metric conversion chart. To correct this, FTC will 
strike out the current table and instead reference the complete metric conversion chart published in 
NIST Handbook 133 (2015 ed., Exhibit E, pgs. 135 -157). 

 Clarify the rules to expressly permit exponents with customary inch/pound measurements (e.g., cubic 
inches – in3). 

 Eliminate sections addressing when and how a packager or labeler represents a commodity to be 
“cents off,” an “introductory offer,” or “economy size” as this trade practice is rarely used in the modern 
marketplace. 

 FTC acknowledged the role of weights and measures laws of individual states.  
 
If you observe these changes to products under the jurisdiction of the FTC, do not issue Notices of 
Violation. If you have any questions, please contact Katherine de Contreras, Supervising Special 
Investigator, Enforcement Branch at (916) 229-3047, or katherine.decontreras@cdfa.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kristin J. Macey 
Director 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc:  Gary Leslie, County/State Liaison, CDFA 
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