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February 1, 2024  

DMS NOTICE 
P – 24 –01  

DISCARD:  RETAIN  

 

TO: WEIGHTS AND MEASURES OFFICIALS  

 

SUBJECT: Settlement – Berkebile Oil Company, Inc., a Pennsylvania Company  
 
Enclosed is a copy of the Stipulated Final Judgment and Permanent Injunction issued 
against Berkebile Oil Company, Inc., a Pennsylvania Company. The civil enforcement 
action case was filed on October 17, 2023, by the District Attorney’s Office for Alameda 
County. This Final Judgment is ordered under Business and Professions Code (BPC) 
§17200, et seq., and §17500, et seq., for unfair and fraudulent business acts or practices 
related to the sale or offer for sale of petroleum products including BPC sections §17203, 
§17206, and §17535. This action also included violations regarding the selling of 
transmission fluid whose characteristics fail to meet the specifications for that product, BPC 
§13713, and BPC §13413 or §17500 by advertising in media or on the product labeling the 
lubricating oil product has been approved by the American Petroleum Institute unless in 
possession of current and unexpired proof of such approval for each product advertised.  
 
Defendant shall, every quarter, retain a properly certified laboratory to perform viscosity 
testing of all Transmission Fluids sold in CA. Any Transmission Fluid that does not meet 
applicable viscosity specifications shall be immediately removed from use. Defendant shall 
retain records of all testing for five (5) years and make them available to the People upon 
request. 

 
The California Department of Food and Agriculture, Division of Measurement Standards 
Special Investigators conducted a four-month-long investigation of Berkebile Oil Company, 
Inc. by collecting products at various locations throughout the state, which led to the above-
noted permanent injunction.  
 
Pursuant to BPC sections 17203 and 17535 the defendant is to pay Civil Penalties in the 
amount of $20,000, payable in equal amounts of $5,000 for each of the four counties that 
represented the People in this action: Alameda County District Attorney’s Office, Los 
Angeles County District Attorney’s Office, San Bernardino County District Attorney’s Office 
and Sonoma County District Attorney’s Office. Investigative costs were $15,000 made 
payable to the Department of Food and Agriculture, Division of Measurement Standards. 
Total settlement $35,000. 

  



 

 

CDFA Division of Measurement Standards   ● 6790 Florin-Perkins Road, Ste. 100 ●   Sacramento, CA 95828-1812 State of California 

Telephone:  916.229.3000   ●   Fax:  916.229-3026   ●   www.cdfa.ca.gov/dms Gavin Newsom., Governor 

 
The Department appreciates the fine work done by the following Offices of District 
Attorneys in Alameda County, Los Angeles County, San Bernardino County, and Sonoma 
County. It acknowledges Special Investigator Chis Lenert for his diligence and dedication 
that documented these violations and supported the prosecution thereof. If you have any 
questions, please contact John Larkin, Supervising Special Investigator, Enforcement 
Branch at (916) 229-3000 or john.larkin@cdfa.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kevin Schnepp 
Director 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc:  Hyrum Eastman, County/State Liaison, CDFA 
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