
 

 
                  

                  

 
 

  
 

     
 
 

           
 

    
 

 

  
   

  
 

  
 

   
 

   
 

  
      

    
 

       
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
FOOD & AGRICULTURE 

Karen Ross, Secretary 

May 20, 2020 
DMS NOTICE 

G - 20 – 05 
DISCARD:  RETAIN 

TO: WEIGHTS AND MEASURES OFFICIALS 

SUBJECT: Publication of 2021 NIST Handbooks 

The 2020 annual meeting of the National Conference on Weights and Measures has been 
canceled. As a result, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has 
notified the Division of Measurement Standards that NIST does not intend to publish 2021 
editions of the following NIST handbooks (see attached memo). The 2020 editions of 
these NIST handbooks shall continue in effect and be accepted for use until NIST 
publishes new editions: 

• NIST Handbook 44, Specifications, Tolerances and Other Technical Requirements 
for Weighing and Measuring Devices; 

• NIST Handbook 130, Uniform Laws and Regulations in the Areas of Legal 
Metrology and Fuel Quality; and 

• NIST Handbook 133, Checking the Net Contents of Packaged Goods. 

The other NIST handbooks adopted by the Department, i.e., NIST Handbook 105 
Series 105-1, 105-2, and 105-3, will not be impacted. This is because new editions are 
published on an as-needed basis, only when changes are made. 

Please contact DMS by email at dms@cdfa.ca.gov or by phone at (916) 229-3000 if 
you have questions. 

Sincerely, 

Kristin Macey 
Director 

Enclosure 

cc: Hyrum Eastman, County/State Liaison, CDFA 

CDFA Division of Measurement Standards ● 6790 Florin-Perkins Road, Ste. 100 ● Sacramento, CA 95828-1812 State of California 
Telephone: 916.229.3000 ● Fax: 916.229-3026 ● www.cdfa.ca.gov/dms Gavin Newsom, Governor 

mailto:dms@cdfa.ca.gov
www.cdfa.ca.gov/dms


 
 

 
 

  

      

    
  

    

       
     
   

 
    

   
     

 

 

   
 

 
    
  

  
 

   
 

    

        
     

      
     

     
  

    

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899-

May 19, 2020 

MEMORANDUM 

To: State Weights and Measures Directors and Other Interested Parties 

From: Dr. Douglas Olson 
Chief, Office of Weights and Measures 

Subject: Notice Concerning the 2021 Edition of NIST Handbooks 

The NIST Office of Weights and Measures does not currently plan to publish 2021 Editions of the 
NIST Handbooks listed below.  The 2020 Editions of these NIST Handbooks shall continue in 
effect and shall be accepted for use until NIST publishes new editions.  If the status of the NIST 
Handbooks changes, such as a publication during the 2021 calendar year, interested parties will 
receive an updated notification. Future editions of these NIST Handbooks will supersede those 
listed below.  This decision was based in part on the April 30, 2020, announcement by the Board 
of Directors of the National Conference on Weights and Measures (NCWM) to cancel its 2020 
Annual Meeting.  

NOTICE 

Effective January 1, 2021, the 2020 Editions of the following NIST Handbooks shall continue in 
effect.  They, except insofar as amended or rejected by regulation, shall be used in the enforcement 
of weights and measures laws and regulations in any jurisdiction which, by incorporation-by-
reference in law; regulation; or policy, adopts the latest or most current edition of any of these 
NIST Handbooks (available free of charge). 

• NIST Handbook 44, Specifications, Tolerances and Other Technical Requirements for 
Weighing and Measuring Devices (2020) 

• NIST Handbook 130, Uniform Laws and Regulations in the Areas of Legal Metrology and 
Fuel Quality (2020) 

• NIST Handbook 133, Checking the Net Contents of Packaged Goods (2020) 

Some jurisdictions automatically adopt the latest or current edition of these NIST Handbooks 
through incorporation-by-reference by law; regulation; or policy. Other jurisdictions adopt specific 
editions and do not automatically allow the use of later editions. This notice is not intended to 
supersede the laws; regulations; or policies of any regulatory agency in regard to the edition of any 
NIST Handbook it has adopted (e.g., if a state has adopted the 2014 edition of a NIST Handbook 
in law or regulation it is the 2014 edition that must be used not the 2020 editions listed above).   

Please direct questions to the NIST Office of Weights and Measures at (301) 975-4004 or at 
owm@nist.gov. 

https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/hb/2020/NIST.HB.44-2020.pdf
https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/hb/2020/NIST.HB.44-2020.pdf
https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/hb/2020/NIST.HB.130-2020.pdf
https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/hb/2020/NIST.HB.130-2020.pdf
https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/hb/2020/NIST.HB.133-2020.pdf
mailto:owm@nist.gov
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