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The top ten counties in California accounted for 94.8 percent of the 
state’s total milk production and 18.3 percent of the nation’s total 
milk production.

Total Milk 
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#1 Tulare 5,670,920,852 -2.8% 27.4%

#2 Merced 3,153,001,107 -2.1% 15.2%

#3 Kings 2,200,869,357 -0.9% 10.6%

#4 Stanislaus 2,036,101,441 -4.2% 9.8%

#5 Kern 1,979,055,700 -1.2% 9.6%

#6 Fresno 1,408,616,372 -1.0% 6.8%

#7 San Joaquin 1,223,855,683 0.4% 5.9%

#8 Madera 912,933,065 -3.5% 4.4%

#9 San Bernardino 551,533,368 -1.7% 2.7%

#10 Riverside 494,041,502 1.5% 2.4%

County
(by rank)

Milk Production
During the first six months of 
2016, California produced 20.7 
billion pounds of milk, which 
represents a 2.0 percent decrease 
in total milk production compared 
to the same period in 2015. When 
adjusting February’s production 
to account for the additional day 
(Leap Year), output in the state 
decreased each month during 
the first half of 2016, compared 
to the corresponding month in 
the previous year. Overall U.S. 
milk production during the first 
half of 2016 was up 1.6 percent, 
compared to the first half of 2015.

Dairy Products
Comparing the first half of 2016 
to the first half of 2015, total 
cheese production in California 
increased 1.6 percent; yogurt 
production decreased 30.8 
percent; butter production 
decreased 4.8 percent; and 
nonfat dry milk production (for 
human consumption) decreased 
22.4 percent. In addition, from 
January through June of 2016, 
total sales of Class 1 fluid milk 
products (including half-and-
half ) in California decreased 2.8 
percent, compared to the same 
period in 2015.

Milk Prices
From January through May 
of 2016, the average mailbox 
price paid to California 
producers was $13.60/cwt., 
which represents a $1.04/cwt. 
decrease compared to the 
average mailbox price paid to 
producers during the first five 
months of 2015 ($14.64/cwt.). 
Comparing May 2016 to May 
2015, the California mailbox 
price decreased by $2.14/cwt., 
and the average mailbox price 
for all reporting Federal order 
areas was down $2.23/cwt. 

Milk Production during January-June 2016:

The milk production of Tulare, Merced, Kings, Stanislaus, and Kern 
counties accounted for 14.0 percent of the nation’s total milk production.
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