
Sources: CDFA Dairy Marketing and Milk Pooling Branches

Size of California’s Dairy Farms, May 2016

= Farms producing at least one tanker load of milk per day, based on 1.5+ million pounds/month.

In May 2016, a total of 1,385 
dairy farms produced milk in 
California.

Fourteen percent of all 
California dairies (194 dairy 
farms) produced more than 5 
million pounds of milk during 
the month.

Comparison of California Dairy Farms by Size:

Range of
Milk Marketings

Number of
Grade A & B Farms

Percent of 
Total Grade A & B

Farms

Percent of Total 
Grade A & B 

Milk Marketings

≥ 5.0 Million Lbs. 194 14.0% 41.7%

2.4 Million to 4,999,999 Lbs. 325 23.5% 32.1%

1.5 Million to 2,399,999 Lbs. 252 18.2% 13.5%

1 Million to 1,499,999 Lbs. 188 13.6% 6.6%

750,000 to 999,999 Lbs. 97 7.0% 2.4%

500,000 to 749,999 Lbs. 110 7.9% 1.9%

250,000 to 499,999 Lbs. 139 10.0% 1.5%

≤ 249,999 Lbs. 80 5.8% 0.3%

A total of 771 dairies in California, 
or 55.7 percent of all dairies in the 
state, produced at least one tanker 
load of milk per day during the 
month.

Nearly 42 percent of California’s 
total milk marketings came from 
dairies producing over 5 million 
pounds of milk during the month.

Less than 4 percent of the 
state’s milk marketings 
came from 329 dairies 
producing less than 
750,000 pounds of milk 
during the month.

California Commercial Production of Market and Manufacturing Milk
January-June, 2015 vs 2016 (In Pounds)

Month 2015 2016 % Change 2015 2016 % Change 2015 2016 % Change

January 3,489,816,736 3,361,345,440 -3.7% 38,070,207 68,403,833 79.7% 3,527,886,943 3,429,749,273 -2.8%

February 3,244,730,085 3,232,836,233 -0.4% 36,337,148 66,062,915 81.8% 3,281,067,233 3,298,899,148 0.5%

March 3,655,450,869 3,534,440,389 -3.3% 41,929,881 68,546,109 63.5% 3,697,380,750 3,602,986,498 -2.6%

April 3,562,578,424 3,412,072,627 -4.2% 39,075,096 65,868,217 68.6% 3,601,653,520 3,477,940,844 -3.4%

May 3,608,227,746 3,480,555,643 -3.5% 40,600,864 70,091,908 72.6% 3,648,828,610 3,550,647,551 -2.7%

June 3,350,851,840 3,290,989,522 -1.8% 42,448,186 65,665,920 54.7% 3,393,300,026 3,356,655,442 -1.1%

Jan-June
Totals 20,911,655,700 20,312,239,854 -2.9% 238,461,382 404,638,902 69.7% 21,150,117,082 20,716,878,756 -2.0%
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