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March 8, 2012 
 
The Department has recognized the petition submitted by California Dairies, Inc., the 
Dairy Farmers of America-Western Council, Land O’Lakes, Inc., the Security Milk 
Producers Association, the Milk Producers Council, the California Dairy Campaign, and 
the Alliance of Western Milk Producers (collectively the “Coalition”) on March 2, 2012 
as a valid petition. This petition is being treated as a petition from interested parties in 
accordance with 3 CCR 2080.2. The Secretary therefore has until March 16th to order a 
hearing on the merits or deny the petition. 
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John Moons 
Dairyman and Executive Committee 
California Dairies, Inc. 
2000 N. Plaza Drive 
Visalia, CA  93291 

Ronald C. Pietersma 
Dairyman and Board Member 
Dairy Farmers of America – Western Area 
Council 
580 N. Wilma Ave., Building B, Suite H 
Ripon, CA  95366 
 

William Schreiber 
Vice President, Milk Supply 
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
400 S M Street 
Tulare, CA  93274 
 

Hank Perkins 
General Manager 
Security Milk Producers Association 
7000 Merrill Avenue, B210 Unit A 
Chino, CA  91710 
 

Rob Vandenheuvel 
General Manager 
Milk Producers Council 
13545 S. Euclid Avenue, Unit B 
Ontario, CA  91762 
 

Joe Augusto 
President 
California Dairy Campaign 
2881 Geer Road, Suite D 
Turlock, CA  95382 
 

Tony Mendes 
Dairyman and Chairman 
Alliance of Western Milk Producers 
1225 H Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

 

March 7, 2012 

VIA U.S. MAIL 
 
Ms. Karen Ross 
Secretary of Agriculture 
California Department of Food & Agriculture 
Executive Office 
1220 N Street, Suite 400 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Re: Endorsement of Petition for Hearing Regarding California’s Class 4b Milk Pricing Formula 
 
Dear Secretary Ross: 
 
This letter confirms the enthusiastic support of the above-referenced organizations (collectively, the 
“Coalition”) to the filing of the Petition for a hearing regarding California’s Class 4b milk pricing formula 
(filed on March 2, 2012).  In addition, based on January 2012 data and as provided in Exhibit A attached 
hereto, the Coalition represents about 64 percent of the state’s eligible milk producers and approximately 
78 percent of the state’s total milk production—far in excess of 55 percent of the total number of all 
producers and total production in California.1  See Cal. Food & Agric. Code § 62032.  This information 
has been verified by the signatories to this endorsement, each of whom has been empowered by his 
organization and its members to authorize the filing of the Petition. 
 
 

                                                 
1 Based on January 2012 data, the Coalition represents about 1,087 of the state’s nearly 1,700 dairies 
(approximately 64%) and about 2.812 billion of the state’s roughly 3.615 billion pounds of milk produced 
(approximately 78%).   
















