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C A L I F O R N I A

California’s Rapidly Changing Dairy Landscape . . .
2008 Total Number of Dairies Shows a Decline of 99  Dairies . . .

Sources: CDFA Milk and 
Dairy Food Safety and Dairy 
Marketing Branches
Data subject to change.
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The dairy landscape in California is rapidly changing with 
the loss in 2008 of 99 dairies, as shown on the map. Dairies in 
California continue to relocate to other states or are shutting 
down completely.  In 2008 (compared to 2007), all three 
highlighted areas experienced a net loss in the overall number 
of dairies.

Overall, California recorded a net loss of 99 
dairies compared to 2007.  Stanislaus County 
recorded the largest decrease of 29 dairies, 
followed by Merced County, showing a decline 

of 15 dairies.  Sacramento was the only county recording an 
increase in the number of dairies, adding 1 dairy to its total. 

The northern California region (green shaded area) showed the 
largest change in the number of dairies, 
recording a net loss of 49 dairies. 

The Valley region (blue shaded area) 
showed a net loss of

          36 dairies, following last year’s net loss of only 4 dairies. 

                The southern California region (red shaded area) 
                       continues to lose dairies, with a loss of 14 dairies,
                                however, that was a loss of 4 less dairies than
                                    recorded in 2007.

•  The numbers inside the counties indicate the change 
in the number of dairies, 2008 vs. 2007.

•  Tan areas indicate counties recording no operating 
dairies in 2008.

•  Blue, red, and green shaded-counties with no 
numbers indicate no change in the number of dairies 
compared to 2007.
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