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SUBJECT: PEST DETECTION ADVISORY NO. PD06-2013 
 Changes in Mediterranean Fruit Fly Preventative Release Program Operations 
  
 
 
 

Effective June 1, 2013, the Mediterranean Fruit Fly Preventive Release Program (PRP) 
implemented two operational changes.   
 

1. The size of the PRP was reduced from 2,394 to 1,750 square miles.  Below is a map 
illustrating the former and current release areas (Figure 1).  The areas in blue have been 
eliminated and the areas in gray and red constitute the current release area.  The area in 
red reflects the area designated as high-risk for introduction.  Also included is a map 
illustrating the current release area apportioned by county (Figure 2). 

 

2. The swath width was increased from 1/6th to 1/4th of a mile, resulting in a decrease from 
six to four passes per square mile.  The number of flies released per square mile however, 
remains unchanged at 62,500 per week in the gray area, and 125,000 per week in the red 
high-risk area within Los Angeles County.   

 

Over the past year, the United States Department of Agriculture’s Center for Plant Health 
Science Technology, has conducted studies and concluded that four passes is as effective as 
six passes.  These changes will allow the PRP to continue to operate effectively in preventing 
the establishment of Mediterranean fruit flies in the Los Angeles basin, while achieving cost 
savings necessary to ensure the continued operation of this highly successful program.   
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Figure 1.  Map of former and current release area, effective June 1, 2013. 
 

 
 
Figure 2.  Map of release area apportioned by county, effective June 1, 2013. 
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