
   
 

  
 

        
     

  
     

   
 

 
    

   
    

  
 

   
    

 
 

 
  

  
 

   
   
  

 
     

  
 

     
 

 
 

  
    

    
    
   

   
  

   
      

   
    

  

What to Expect in Response to a Confirmed Asian Citrus Psyllid Detection 

The Asian citrus psyllid (ACP), Diaphorina citri, is an aphid-sized insect (1/8th inch) that 
feeds on citrus. The insect causes little damage, but can carry a bacterium, Candidatus 
Liberibacter asiaticus, that causes the disease huanglongbing (HLB). Once infected, the 
plant will decline in health and die. HLB is one of the most serious citrus diseases in the 
world and there is no cure. HLB is not harmful to human or animal health. 

As a resident in the community where an ACP detection is confirmed, you can expect to 
see the California Department of Agriculture (CDFA) and/or your local County Agricultural 
Commissioner’s office (CAC) staff surveying ACP host plants (primarily citrus trees) in the 
area, placing, and servicing yellow panel traps, conducting insecticidal treatments and/or 
releasing biological control agents (sterile wasps) to control ACP populations. 

Due to the serious nature of ACP and HLB, you can expect these activities to be ongoing 
for many years. Your cooperation with the program will help protect your citrus trees, your 
neighbor’s trees, and those of your entire community. 

CDFA’s Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Division has authority under the Food and 
Agriculture Code and California Code of Regulations to inspect, treat for, and eradicate 
invasive pests and diseases that cause harm to plants. 

All activities associated with this project are offered free of charge to residents in the 
project area. CDFA staff or others associated with the program will never ask for money 
for any activities conducted. 

CDFA in collaboration with local CAC staff perform several activities to detect, suppress 
or eradiate ACP populations in the state. 

Activities that CDFA may conduct in your community, including on your property: 

Survey 

Detection Survey – Multi-Pest Survey (MPS) 
CDFA staff conduct MPS to determine the presence of ACP and other citrus pests and 
diseases in an area. This survey is risk-based and both insect and symptomatic plant 
samples may be collected. Staff will visually inspect citrus trees and other closely related 
hosts for ACP and symptoms of HLB. 
• Upon arriving, staff will make contact with an adult resident to request permission to 

survey the front and/or backyard host plants. 
• Surveyors may work alone or in pairs. 
• The surveyor(s) will never ask to enter your home. 

o The surveyor(s) will be identified by a CDFA-issued identification badge and 
may wear shirts or hats with a patch or with the words “Department of 
Agriculture” or “State Agriculture.” 
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• If the property owner is not home, the surveyor will leave an informational flyer and 
may return at a later time to initiate contact. 

• If trees are in the front yard and unfenced, the surveyor will inspect trees that are 
accessible and leave a post-survey notice to explain what was done. 

Delimitation survey
When ACP has been confirmed, the following visual delimitation survey will be conducted. 
The survey is free of charge. 

• All find sites and adjacent properties are visually surveyed for ACP and symptomatic 
plant material. 
o ACP host plants include all citrus varieties and hybrids, including kumquat, 

mandarin, grapefruit, orange, lemon, and lime. 
o Closely related plants like curry leaf and ornamental orange-jasmine will also 

be surveyed. 
• The surveyor(s) will collect any ACP they see and any symptomatic plant samples. 

o All ACP samples are placed in a vial, labeled and shipped to the CDFA Plant 
Pest Diagnostic Center in Sacramento, California for analysis. 

o All host plant samples are bagged, labeled and shipped to the CDFA Plant Pest 
Diagnostic Center in Sacramento, California for analysis. 

Below are pictures showing examples of CDFA surveyors: 
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Trapping 

Detection Trapping
CDFA staff place yellow panel traps (YPT) on ACP suitable host plants in your community. 
YPTs are yellow colored cardboard with transparent adhesive/glue on both sides. The 
yellow color mimics the color of new growth on a tree and is attractive to ACP. 
• CDFA will attempt to make contact with the property owner by knocking on the door 

or ringing the doorbell. 
o Trappers may work alone or in pairs. 
o The trapper(s) will never ask to enter your home. 
o The trapper(s) will be identified by a CDFA-issued or CAC issued identification 

badge and may wear shirts or hats with a patch or with the words “Department 
of Agriculture,” “State Agriculture” or “County Agriculture.” 

o Trapper(s) will seek permission to place traps in trees on the property. 
• CDFA and/or CAC staff will only communicate with and seek permission from an 

adult. Staff will explain the purpose of the traps, the service/relocation schedule and 
answer questions to the best of their knowledge. Staff may refer the resident to the 
CDFA Exotic Pest Hotline (1-800-491-1899) for more information. They will also 
leave an ACP/HLB flyer with the resident. 

• After receiving permission, trappers will place a trap on a suitable host plant. 
• If staff are unable to make contact, and the host plant is easily accessible (ex. in the 

front yard), they will place the trap and leave a “Trap Placement” notice in a 
conspicuous location on the property, preferably at the front door. 

• Traps are replaced biweekly or monthly. 

Delimitation Trapping
If an ACP was detected on a property, then delimitation trapping occurs. There will be a 
greater number of traps placed in the four-square miles surrounding the detection (usually 
50 traps per square mile). Delimitation trapping follows all of the same steps as outlined 
above. Concurrently, CDFA will conduct a delimitation survey and treatment. 
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Below are pictures showing examples of CDFA trappers: 

ACP Suppression Treatment
In areas where ACP have been detected, CDFA may conduct residential treatments to 
suppress ACP populations. The treatment protocol consists of all ACP host plants within 
the delimitation boundary (between 50 and 400 meters) of a confirmed ACP detection. 
The treatment will consist of both a foliar and systemic insecticide application. 

A public meeting (held virtually) may be conducted prior to initiating any treatment 
activities in the area. 
• Residents will be notified about the public meeting via mailed or hand-delivered 

postcards generally one week prior to the meeting. 
• Host plants on the find site and adjacent properties may be treated with homeowner 

permission prior to the public meeting. 

Foliar treatment is conducted for the immediate reduction of the adult ACP populations 
and to prevent the adults from dispersing to the adjacent areas. 
• CDFA staff and/or treatment contractor staff will conduct treatments. The foliage of 

host plants within the delimitation boundary will be treated with a pyrethroid contact 
insecticide, Tempo® SC Ultra (B-Cyfluthrin). 

• This will occur using a hydraulic sprayer or a backpack hand sprayer. 

Soil treatment is applied as a systemic application of Merit® 2F to kill the sedentary ACP 
nymphs and provide long-term protection against reinfestation. 
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• CoreTect™ pellets may be used in place of Merit® 2F in situations where there are 
environmental concerns about soil surface runoff, host plants growing next to ponds 
or in small pots, and/or other environmentally sensitive areas. 

Below are examples of what you might see during treatment: 

CDFA treatment truck Tarping to protect non- Foliar application 
host plants and property 

CoreTect™ tablets Soil application 
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DEPARTIIENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTIJRE 
CDUNIY AGRICULTURAL COMlll&IIONER'S 0mCE 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF INSECTICIDE TREATMENT 

The Cllifotnia Depal'lmefll of Food and Agnculure (COFA) hn delected Ille Asian Cltu& psyld (ACPJ • 
Mr'IDUS tnsec:l pesl, ()r HUllnglongbing (HLS). 8 dalldly a ltus lileaMt 1n )'Our neighbofflood. COFA has 
dllterrmlld that emergency treatment II reeded to pmict Cdlfamln from the negative environmental 
nnd amnomic impacta thf!I establl11mwll: d thll pest thmughcut Callfamill would all.IN To prevent thfl 
""'" d thHe paste, it Will be necNNry to apply ltle _..NCll:ldN Tempotil SC Ullr8 (b818-
cyftulf11ftJ. a pyrethrDid, and Mente 2F or ContTect'11 (lmletaclopndJ, to al CM.II trllH and hOlt lhrubl 
IOcaled on Yoll' property nies. tlsealeldn klll ad!Jt ano'or lmmat\n ACP prewnt on yaw atrus trees 
Of hOlt Shrubs. The ineedlcideS ar. applied ullng ground-based equipment COFA has selecled lheu 
products tor use based on their etrectt..neaa aga'lat ,..Ian cnrua p&)'IIICI. W0f'ker Md envtonrnental 
_,.ely. and C81ifomia regiSll'8lion 1181U1-

By allowing COFA ID treet thecltrua treN on your pmperty, yau wll be mating• h.Jgn cortribulion to the 
auppraMion d tlil il'WllllWe peat, ~ l)ONtl, an imminent ttqal; ID C.rfomlils 8"'1i'0nment a,d .......... 
Ttlll 1rN1n1911t ls flMDf~ 

Your property iS SCl'leduled kw ll"NllnWII on Unla...orablt WMU'ler 
a,ndlliorw,, suc:h as rain or wind. ma, ce..- the tnNrlmenl to be nsa:::hea.ilad 

You c:to not need to be p18Nnt dl.l'lng Iha nalment • IOng " tr""""1l 11:aff hml9 ~ to your 
prop9rty. incllldingth&badtyatd. Tll8nalmenttakN only ar.w mi.-... lfpi~lhafollo'Mng-.» 

LNw your gates unlOclWcl. 
• If p099i:lle. tamporally NCtn any pets and 11'11rfood and water dlhn indocQ. 
• CloN your door9 awJ WlndoWI,. They- may be opened aft8r treatment 11 cunplele 
• Mi:,,,..itam1 11uehat balb8cual, laWnfl.l'nl\n.~. et.c.awayfrom)Ol""tnlesmd st'nbe. 

n 1!1 ml l"l8099llaY IQ haNell al Olthe cttrus IIUt rrom your 11'981 befcf&the UWlment t,egin11. M y fruil 10 
be pidt.ed on or after lhe ltNimenl dalec... be left on the UN and Nf'¥811ed al\et lhe areahua.d 

AlbN- lhe lrNtmllrd la campa.ted; 

• Avoid oontncl with lroatod 8f'08 untl tho troatod arM II dry 
• Cnntad cur project offlcn bnfore lnD'Wlg any dtrul pnnt mntnrW fmm ycur pq,My 

Pl.-..vlalt our ....... lOINffllllOl911aoutth11 pn1: nne·(Jwww &rite GI OOYIPlinllrml 

If ycu haYe-, questions or a Slullion that 1'81J,11NII epedal attenJon PINN call .... , ... _,_ 

Thank JOU b yaur cooperadon. 

Blodl:Number: ____ _ """'·-----

' 

CALIFORNIA DEPARUENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER"$ OFFtcE 

NOTICE OF INSECTICIDE TREATMENT 

Thi Cllforn■ Dlpartnwnt al Food and Ag11culhn (COfA) hH dated.cl the Anon cini1 paylid (ACP), • 
HllO!A in'5ed: pe'St, or ~lorlgbing (HlB), . dudy citna mnH, in your ne,ghbomood. 

~-,~~~~~~~..;,t approxirm1cty A.M. : P.M., your property 
'WH 1/oatod Wlh the inseclicido(s) checkod below. 8, al~ng CDFA 10 porfotm om.rponcy troatrnent cl 
cit11t11,n~ on yow prop.1ty. you hive macte • huo- QOntrlbutlon to th• twpjK ... IDn of !hit hvHN• pHI . 
,•.tilc.h po5•5 ■ n irnninent threat to C■llorn■ ·• emrironnwrt and KOnOmy. If you h■"'• ■ny que:stiom;., 
ploets.o co.11 tho ProjKt Offi~ot(&<l0) 4t1 •1 8H, 

□ 

□ 

To firn more ilbout lh■ ACP and HlB, ptHH vi1it Iha CDFA 
-bsilw. littp:l1Www. 5df1&■ · 99"1plripcpl 

Ttmp)IJ: $C Utlni (betl-q'lutlril) la III fonnul:ltion d • pyrctlwoid corttc:c lnsoalcido 
for controlng As111n cbUS ~Id adult& and ~s. This rrDlorial wil bCI applied a 
minin.,m ol one wne to lhe- foli9ge of hostplenb on cte1~Nl-ed rnidenlial properlin. 

Mfflte 2F (midlctoprid. a •~mic insccicidc) appicd Ir) the soil of o.l host pbnt$ 31 
dosignatod roaidof'lial PfOPOrtlN Tho matoriail It takon up tnlr) !hi plane W tho root aystom 
aM p,oviduaPf)fO,dmat•ly 12 ll"'Onths olp,otectJon al)aln:slthe pest, dt,p9ndngon Nsol 
c.oncHons. 

□ ConTect'" " (.-ridadoprid. a systorra; insecicidol . tabkits woro appliod bobw tN sol 
IUrface of htnt ptentl 1tdesignl1ed tNICIWUII piop91HS. TM m1tlrlal ■ t1k«1 up into the 
pl■,.. via ttw root sy1tam 90d pnWidH ■pp,oil n.ltlly 12 monh cl pt'Oledion ■g■ inlit the 
pest, depending on the .oil condilions 

□ No CrtrusJ Citrus Family Relallvn Present • No Pestkide Application 

CDFA has se!Ktled the m.e-otk::ide producb above based on their effedlVerleu 1g1ins( N;P, 'M:ll'ker and 
enviformcrial safely. and CIINlorni:I l"Cgmraion &t:itus. 

Once the area hes d1~d. you m1r UM your p,o,,.rty •• you nonrallyliWuld . 
• To prcvcnl th-c spn::ad ofthi~ pest, plellso do not move pbnt matorialoffyour 

Pl'Ot)OfTY 'NlhoUI contoctng ~project ottlco 
• FOi' best fC$tlkS. plcai!W trigatc tho pbnts 1h31 were 110:ncd v.ithin 24 hol.n of treatment. 

r you are e.-.pe,~ r-.aith problems llfl.• thlll ■ppllealMln , cal the canorNII Polson Coffiol 
Sy,;t.m hots. ■ I (ecJO) 'ZZl.- 1222(...aice), or eofftult with your phy.iei■n. 

Thank you tor vour coope,ation . 

BLOCK NUMBE.R.~-~---. ---- -~-.. 

Ol\,f l',tc' .,.d (ll-!'fM'!fO,l~ 
l e;h,v -.0.+.1.l»ft • - .da..:AjO 

DATE ____ _:.,,; 

An official notice of insecticide treatment will be provided to the resident or left at the 
property at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled treatment date. 
• On the day of treatment, staff will make contact with an adult resident to notify 

them that CDFA is ready to conduct treatment on the front and/or backyard host 
plants. There may be treatment contractor staff on site with CDFA. 
o Staff will identify suitable host plants for treatment and cover any non-host 

plants and/or household items, as needed. 
• Following treatment, staff will remove tarps covering non-host plants and/or 

household items and close gates behind them. Completion notices are left with the 
homeowners detailing precautions to take and post-harvest information applicable 
to any fruit on the property. 

Below are examples of notices (provided in both English and Spanish) you might 
receive as part of the treatment process: 

Advance notice of treatment Post-treatment notice 
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Biological Control 
Tamarixia radiata, is a tiny parasitoid wasp that lay eggs and/or feed on ACP nymphs. T. 
radiata only targets ACP and is its natural predator. CDFA staff release T. radiata 
parasitoid wasps throughout the year to aid in reducing ACP populations. 
• CDFA staff release T. radiata in easily accessible ACP host plants near ACP 

detection sites. 
• CDFA staff carry required documents with them such as release permits, release 

logs, and basic program information pamphlets. 
• Staff will not knock on doors to ask for homeowner permission to conduct releases. 

Below are pictures showing examples of Tamarixia radiata releases: 
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