
CALIFORNIA CITRUS PEST AND DISEASE PREVENTION COMMITTEE 
FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 7, 2025  
Opening:  
The Finance Subcommittee webinar was called to order at 9:00 A.M. on July 7, 2025, 
by Subcommittee Chair Kurt Metheny.  
 
Subcommittee Members Present: 
Jay Gillette* James McFarlane* Jeff Steen* 
Mark McBroom* Kurt Metheny* Keith Watkins* 

 
Subcommittee Members Absent: 
None  

 
CDFA Staff and Guests:  
Price Adams* Mia Neunzig* Nilan Watmore* 
Carl Baum* Keith Okasaki* Jason Wu* 
Saraub Gautam* Grace Radabaugh*  
Alex Muniz* Alisha Rios*  

 
*Participated via webinar 
 
Opening Comments 
Chairman, Kurt Metheny, welcomed Subcommittee members, guests and staff 
participating via webinar. 
 
Bagley-Keene Changes 
In May 2025 the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s Legal Office held a 
training on the Bagley-Keene Act for all staff. Carl Baum explained three changes that 
must occur with the subcommittee in order to meet Bagley-Keene compliance. 
 
A time limit must be specified on the agenda in order for the Chairman to restrict public 
speaking time. If the allotted time is not set on the agenda, an attendee during a public 
meeting can speak for an unlimited duration.  A time limit will be stated on all agendas 
moving forward. 
 
The use of “other business” as an all-inclusive term for any item(s) to be discussed on 
an agenda is not allowed. All items to be discussed must be specified on the agenda. 
Moving forward, discussion will be restricted to only items specifically listed on the 
agenda.  
 
Per the Legal Office, other members of a committee cannot sit in another subcommittee 
meeting as a panel member or active participant. Keith Watkins asked, as the Chair of 
the Citrus Committee, if he could sit in on subcommittee meetings. According to the 



Committee bylaws, the chairman is an ex-officio member of all subcommittees.  
Therefore, he or she can attend but cannot actively participate. Price Adams asked if 
the attendance restriction applies to outreach contractors like Nuffer Smith Tucker 
(NST) who provide work performing updates. Carl answered that outside contractors 
are allowed to attend subcommittee and committee meetings. 
 
Review 2024-25 Budget and Expenditures 
Jason presented the Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Division (CPDPD) Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2024-25 approved budget and expenditures. March 2025 closed in FI$Cal with 
$3,178,835 in expenditures. April 2025 closed in FI$Cal with $2,420,945 in 
expenditures. May 2025 closed with $3,162,477. The FY 2024-25 year-to-date (YTD) 
total is $31,011,674 with a remaining balance of $7,343,131.  
 
Jason presented a funding source summary for emergency funding (E-Fund) for 
Huanglongbing in Ventura County (HLB-Ventura), the federally funded Citrus Yellow 
Vein Clearing Virus Los Angeles (CYVCV-LA), and the federally funded Outreach 
program. The YTD expenditures for HLB-Ventura are $336,314 with a remaining 
balance of $1,099,886. CPDPD is waiting for the E-Fund Committee to grant a timeline 
extension to extend the agreement to June 30, 2026. The CYVCV-LA agreement of 
$250,000 has been fully expended and billed. The federal Outreach Program YTD 
expenditures are $108,276 with a remaining balance of $38,968 and ended on June 30, 
2025. 
 
Review 2024-25 Revenue 
Jason presented the FY 2024-25 revenue. CPDPD received $6,139,128 in revenue 
since the last Finance Subcommittee meeting in April 2025, increasing the YTD total to 
$14,729,980. This converts to a YTD total of approximately 163,666,444 cartons. Jason 
presented the FY 2024-25 Clean Citrus Nursery Stock Program summary. The 
approved budget authority is $255,155. CPDPD has recorded $44,840 in YTD 
expenditures, bringing the net budget authority to $210,315. The YTD revenue received 
for the Clean Citrus Nursery Stock Program is $162,752.  
 
2024-25 Close 
Carl explained that the month of June 2025 has not closed in FI$Cal. At this time of the 
year, CPDPD has not received most May 2025 and June 2025 invoices from vendors, 
counties, or contractors. FI$Cal went down in the middle of June for year-end close, so 
most invoices for May and all of June won’t get processed until July. Near September, 
Citrus is likely to receive the final figures on the fund condition statement for the FY.  
 
All eligible credit from July 2024 to April 2025 will be reflected in FI$Cal when June 
closes. Regarding Citrus’ overall financial position, Carl estimates that Citrus will be 
insolvent by about $1 million. As part of the division’s re-organization, other programs 
requested staff start work for them prior to July 1, 2025. With staff moving and 
performing work with other programs earlier than anticipated, Citrus hopes to help offset 
the estimated $1 million deficit. Unions for state employees are still in negotiations over 
funding for negotiated pay increases effective July 1. The Service Employees 



International Union (SEIU) has reached an agreement with the governor to postpone 
salary increases for the next FY; a five percent furlough will be put in place to offset 
raises for staff. The California Association of Professional Scientists (CAPS), which is a 
union that covers most staff in Citrus, is still in negotiations.  
 
2025-26 Fiscal Reports Format Approval 
Carl presented a proposed new fiscal reporting format for 2025-26, and ongoing fiscal 
reports. This was brought to the committee’s attention in April 2025 when the committee 
approved the new FY 2025-26 budget. The new format will start July 1, 2025, for FY 
2025-26 expenditures.  FY 2024-25 expenditures will continue to be presented in the 
current format.  
 
Kurt Metheny asked if the proposed format would include encumbrances like previous 
FY presenting formats. Carl explained that Citrus will not be presenting encumbrances 
each month, but staff will present encumbrances at the end of the FY as part of year-
end analysis. Subcommittee members asked that staff add projected amounts for each 
district activity to show how the district budget was calculated and anticipated overages 
for each district activity. For revenue reporting, the subcommittee asked staff to include 
a three-year comparison of revenues. Citrus will also not be reporting any Clean Citrus 
Program financials moving forward, the program was created prior to the creation of 
CPDPD, and the Committee has no authority over the program in the Food and 
Agriculture Code. 
 
Jeff Steen put forth a motion for the subcommittee to approve the new format starting 
with FY 2025-26 and ongoing.  The motion was seconded by Jay Gillette and passed 
unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 A.M. The next Finance Subcommittee meeting will 

be held on October 7, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. 




