
THE CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 

State Senate: 
 40 Senators 
 4-year terms 
 Each represent approximately 

980,000 Californians 

State Assembly: 
 80 Assemblymembers 
 2-year terms 
 Each represent approximately 
 490,000 Californians 



THE LIFE CYCLE OF LEGISLATION 
From Idea into Law 
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THE CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE 

ASSE BLY RULES COMMITTEE 

Although the procedure can beoome oompfica•ed. this chart shows the essential 
steps for passage of a bill. 

Typical corr. ttee acbons are used to sinpldy charting the coorse of leg slation. 

Some bils require hearc,gs by more than one com ttee, in which case a 
comm· ee may re--rerer the bin to another committee. For example, bis 
mon111ary impications must be re-,eferred to the propet fiscal oommittee In each 
House before they are sent to the second rea fl9 lie and final aCllOl'I. 

A bill may be amended at various tmes as it moves through the Houses. The bil 
must be reprin:ed eadl ooie an amendme • is adop•ed by either house. All bill 
actions are pmted in the DAILY FILES. JOU S and HIS ORIES. 

If a b II amended in the opposlte House. it returned to the Hoose of Ongi'> !or 
concurrence in amend ent5. I Hoose of Origil does not concur. a C 'erence 
Comm ee Report musi then be adopted by each House before the bill can be 
sent to the Governor. 
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HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW 

CAil.i FO'RNIA ILEGIS'LAliOR IIN17RODUCES A B Iil.iL 

* ti~ senamr. ""' l 'f asser.nbl)yJnenrnber., 
nm □-'a'es t hrough sena t e nm □ ..,es t hrough asser.nblly 

B: iH a ss igned t o cwnmittee(s) 
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PASS FAIL PASS 
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SENATE IRLOOR VOTE ASSEMRLY FLOOR VOiJ"E 
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Bill~ moves to Sena-reBil l nmOYes li:o A:$$enmbly 

BILL PASSES I , DOil1H l!ilOUSES 

l 

!DOES NO,i11HI IIN G Vl:irOES 
~------------------------------, 

SIGNS FAIL 

..J...-
G~ner.allly, a~ r 12 d ays, if Legi!l;l/latu1re can ~_rrr i orilo!;!' 

b i l l i,s neiith e ir siEn of,!,d/~oed (r.ar.~ veto '!.'L'it h 2/3 'a' □ :l;•e (1rare) 

BIU...IBECOM ES LAW! 

• B illlls il: hm Slra'ril: w iil:h "SB• .are intmdu c,edl i ni lihe· senate 
• B: illls ;t;hm sraril; w iil;h UAB arr,i;: i mtt □duced ~111 ;t;h.e a,s,s-,emb ly 



2024 LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR 

Last day for policy 
committees to meet 

July 3Statutes take effect 
from 2023 

January 1, 2024 

Last day for fiscal 
committees to meet 

August 16Bill introduction 
deadline 

February 16 

Last day for floor 
amendments 

August 23Last day for policy 
committees to hear 
fiscal bills 

April 26 

Last day for each 
house to pass bills 

August 31Last day for policy 
committees to hear 
non-fiscal bills 

May 3 

Last day for GO to 
sign or veto bills 

September 30Last day for fiscal 
committees to hear 
bills 

May 17 

Statutes take effect 
from 2024 

Jan 1, 2025 Last day to pass bills 
out of house of origin 

May 24 


