
MEETING OF THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

BIPOC PRODUCER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ALL MEETINGS OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

Date: Wednesday, May 15, 2024  

Time: 10:00am- 1:00pm 

Location:  

Zoom Webinar   
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87840832636  
 Passcode: BIPOC2024! 

    Or join by phone: 

       +1 669 444 9171,,87840832636#,,,,*5831136912# (US) 

         +1 669 900 6833,,87840832636#,,,,*5831136912# (US - San Jose) 
    Webinar ID: 878 4083 2636 
     Passcode: 5831136912 

In-Person 

  California Department of Food and Agriculture 

      Citrus Pest & Disease Prevention Division - Fresno Office 

      2895 N. Larkin Avenue, Suite A, Fresno, CA 93727 

Contact: 

Thea Rittenhouse, Farm Equity Advisor 

E-mail: thea.rittenhouse@cdfa.ca.gov 

Phone: (916) 202-9415 

Carmen Carrasco, Small Farm Business Liaison  

E-mail: carmen.carrasco@cdfa.ca.gov 

Phone: (909) 219-2991 

COMMITTEE MEETING OF MAY 15, 2024 

AGENDA ITEMS * 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 Committee Member introductions 

 CDFA Staff Introductions 

 CDFA Departmental Updates 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87840832636
mailto:carmen.carrasco@cdfa.ca.gov


II. Call to Order- Committee Chair Hung K. Doan 
 
III. Action Item 
 
 Approval of Minutes of February 15, 2024 Meeting 

 IV. Discussion Items 
 
 Land Equity Task Force updates- Qi Zhou 

 May Revise Governor’s Budget Update- Arima Kozina, Deputy 

Secretary for Administration and Finance 

 CDFA Block Grant Model in Grant programs 

o Current Models: 

 OEFI/ SWEEP Program- Carolyn Cook, Senior Environmental 

Scientist 

 Office of Grants Admin/ CUSP Program- Stephen Tachiera, 

Branch Chief  

o Discussion: Building in Accountability in Block Grant Model 

Programs- OEFI & OGA Programs 

 CDFA Produce Safety Program and FDA Food Safety Modernization 

Act (FSMA)Updates Presentation: Geetika Joshi, Program Manager- 

CDFA Produce Safety Program/ Inspection Services 

 Topics for Future Agenda Items: Committee members can propose 

topics for future meetings 

 
V. Action Item 
 
 Small-Scale Producer Advisory Committee Updates as a standing 

agenda item 
 

 Joint annual meeting with The Small-Scale Producer Advisory 
Committee 

 VI. Public Comments 
 Time will be afforded for members of the public to provide comments 

on any agenda item or other issues relevant to the committee's work 
 



VII. Adjournment 
* Order of Agenda Items subject to change 


